
 

 Sometimes life has other ideas for us …..  Last year I fell behind in these newsletters. It was my 
intention to catch up, and I did. Then life got complicated (again) and I fell behind (again). I want to go 
back and catch up with the missing issues, but at the moment I do not know if that will happen.  

 Among my resolutions for this year is to put our newsletter back in your inboxes. This charity 
has a lot going on, so I’ll get to it now! 

 2019 is Middleborough’s 350th birthday, and Middleborough is going to celebrate! Our town 
began in 1662 with the Twenty-six Men’s Purchase, and was incorporated  on July 1, 1669. The town’s 
oldest burial ground was set aside in the 26 Men’s Purchase and Nemasket Hill Cemetery is still open 
for interments today. This was the only burial ground for two and a half generations, until 1717 when 
Cemetery at the Green came into being. Today, there are 10 Associations which manage 11 cemeteries 
and many others either entrusted to the Town or on private property. The mission of this charity is to 
provide assistance to all of them. The FoMC does not manage any cemetery, nor are we allowed to 
do so while a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. We enable everyone to help the sacred grounds. 

 The purposes of the FoMC are 3-fold, but it is the 3rd purpose which I address here:               
to Preserve and promote the memory of those persons interred within Middleborough.  There 
are 350+ years worth of people in the Middleborough cemeteries. They called Middleborough home. 
They built it. They fought for it. They cherished it. They celebrated it. Now they reside for eternity in 
the ground of it. We should not forget the people who made Middleborough what it is. This year’s 
350th Celebration presents us all with the opportunity to publicly reaffirm our respect for the past. 
This charity will do our part, and present you with opportunities to do yours.  

 Now, let me show you what we have coming up in the immediate future! 

 

Chip Mangio                                                                                                                                        
President of the FoMC, and Editor of this e-Newsletter 

AND WE’RE BACK… ! 
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VOLUNTEER MEETINGS ! 

 All charities depend on Members. In the FoMC, we allow for two ways to become a  

Member. One way is to make a donation. The other way is to donate 10 hours of your time. 

Both methods grant the same right of Membership. Members are eligible to serve on the Board 

of Directors and may vote on the Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting of the Corporation.  

In 2019, the meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 7th. All Members will receive their formal 

invitation to the Annual Meeting from our Clerk. This year, we will be meeting (and eating!) at 

the Elks Lodge! Pre-Registration and pre-payment will be required for this event. 

 The FoMC is a very social group, and we want our Annual Meeting to be a fun event. 

There will be business to conduct, and we hope to have a presentation for all attendees. Aside 

from that, we want people to be engaged with one another. So, rather than limiting this event to 

Members Only, we are inviting anyone who has an interest in the activities of this charity. 

Bring your friends and/or family. Plan to eat, drink, mingle, and have fun!  

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP  

SUBMISSIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER 

Anyone can submit an article for publication in this e-newsletter. I will happily work with any-

one regarding submission guidelines, topics, images, and hyperlinks. Personally I would love 

to read about some of the people whose stones our Volunteers have cleaned. Maybe one of you 

could write something up for the rest of us to enjoy. If I ask, will articles come? Let’s find out! 

3rd 

Thursday 

of each 
month 
(except 

December) 

 Since January 2016, the FoMC has been holding monthly 

meetings of the Volunteers. They start at 6:30pm in the Library, and 

are usually downstairs in the Community Room. These meetings are 

open to all, and most of our people just showed up one day and 

stayed with us. That’s actually what we wanted to happen when we 

started them! The meetings always have an Agenda, and it is always 

full. We stay on track but always try to allow for a level of fun too.  

 What we do depends completely on Volunteers. We welcome 

everyone, of all abilities. If you are interested in Volunteering, or 

know someone who is, just come to a meeting! It’s that easy! 
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It’s Campaign Season! 
The 5th “Honorary Mayor of Middleborough” election-style fundraising season is here! 

This year there are 3 candidates working hard for the title of Honorary Mayor. Each candidate 

has a “Deputy Mayor” running-mate and “Supported Causes or Organizations”. The 

“Deputy Mayor” running-mates are deceased people from Middleborough’s past, and the 

“Supported Cause or Organization” are entities which improve Middleborough’s future.   

Combined, all three campaign elements work to improve Middleborough cemeteries today.  

 

This year’s Candidates, Deputy Mayors, and Supported Causes or Organizations are: 

 

 _____ Jennifer (Freitas) Carter and Joe Freitas (1946-2018) 

  along with the “East Middleboro 4-H”. 

  http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/jennifer.html 

 _____ Tim Holick and Louise (DiMeo) Holick (1925-2011) 

  along with the “Make-A-Wish MA & RI”. 

  http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/tim.html 

 _____ Tex Washburn and John Glass & Simeon Nickerson 

  along with the “Veterans of Foreign Wars & American Legion”. 

  http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/tex.html 

 

Visit their website pages to vote online through PayPal. 

Paper ballots are also available: 

 http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/2019-candidates.html 

JOIN OUR VETERNS TEAM 

http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/jennifer.html
http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/tim.html
http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/tex.html
http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/2019-candidates.html
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JOIN OUR VETERNS TEAM 

Jennifer (Freitas) Carter  

Joe Freitas (1946-2018) 

“East Middleboro 4-H” 

Tim Holick  

Louise (DiMeo) Holick (1925-2011) 

“Make-A-Wish MA & RI” 

Tex Washburn 

John Glass & Simeon Nickerson 

“Veterans of Foreign Wars & American 
Legion”. 

From left to right, the 2019 Honorary Mayor of Middleborough Candidates,               

their Deputy Mayor running-mates, and their Supported Causes or Organizations.  

Who will be the 2019 Honorary Mayor?  

Plan to attend the FREE Inauguration Ceremony! 

Friday, April 5th. Town Hall Ball Room 

1ST QUARTER, 2019 

Celebrate Middleborough’s 

350th Birthday! 
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 Everyone advocates “Buy Locally”. Many of us choose to “Buy Globally”. If you 

choose to shop over the Internet, and you use Amazon.com, well, be aware that this charity has 

an Amazon Smile account: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-2515489 . If you sign up and use 

it, you can designate the FoMC as the charitable organization you wish to support. Amazon 

will donate 0.5% of the price of your purchases to us. Amazon distributes quarterly, and their 

checks are a pleasant surprise in our account. Please, consider and embrace this opportunity to 

help the Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries. Every little bit helps! 

YES, THE INAUGURATION CELEBRATION IS FREE! 

 Candidates for the Honorary Mayor put in a 

lot of hours trying to earn the title. They ask a lot 

from their family and friends. They consider run-

ning in December and then they campaign though 

March. We want them to have fun, & what better 

way to have fun than with a CELEBRATION! So, 

we are planning a PARTY and YOU are invited! 

 There is no catch. We want everyone to have FUN! The CASH BAR opens at 5:30pm. 

The INAUGURATION begins at 6pm. The CELEBRATION begins at 7pm. Admission is free! 

We hope that you will come and that you will bring a friend or two! We appreciate the hard 

work of the Candidates and the support of their Supporters! THANK YOU! See you there! 

 If you would like to help promote this event throughout the community, here is a link to 

the event on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/events/291677564752711/  

 If you would like to help promote the Honorary Mayor of Middleborough, we ask that 

you please INVITE people to LIKE our PAGE: https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Mayor 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-2515489
https://www.facebook.com/events/291677564752711/
https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Mayor
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Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries, Inc. partners with the                

Veterans’ Services office of the Town of Middleborough.  

 Middleborough has ongoing efforts that honor Veterans, and our official third purpose 

(To preserve and promote the memory of those persons interred within Middleborough) is 

complementary to those efforts. There are over 2,200 Veterans buried in the 33 cemeteries in 

this town’s 72 square miles. The Veterans’ Service Officer Jason Cox and the Middleborough 

Veterans Council need help flagging the graves. To encourage participation, they hold a FREE 

breakfast for those people willing to go into the cemeteries and replace flags. Can YOU help? 

 

Saturday, April 6th 

V.F.W. Post 2188 

12 Station Street 

 

Free Breakfast at 8am 

Followed by visits to the cemeteries for flagging. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/284451672266204/ 

JOIN OUR VETERNS TEAM 

1ST QUARTER, 2019 

https://www.facebook.com/events/284451672266204/
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 There are hundreds of Slate and Marble gravestones throughout Middleborough. They 

date from the 1700s through the 1800s. They are cultural artifacts that preserve the memory of 

the earlier members of our community. They are works of art that reflect our changing beliefs 

about life and death. All are priceless, irreplaceable, and under assault from lichens and mold. 

Those can be removed, thereby saving the stones for the future generations of Middleborough.  

 Volunteers with this charity have been cleaning gravestones for 5 years. Our work is 

visible to anyone who drives past a Middleborough cemetery. We have worked in all of them. 

We have cleaned over 1000 stones, including those of the 400 Veterans of the Civil War. We 

will be at it again this year, and we invite you to join us.  

 If you have an interest in learning how to Preserve Our Gravestones, we need you to 

register by sending an email to the address above. By opening the lines of communication, you 

enable us to give you this worthwhile skill. We will be working in various cemeteries all over 

this town, and have a great amount of flexibility in our scheduling and placement. Let us know 

what works for you, and we will probably be able to accommodate. 

  

Learn more from our website, at: 

http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/preserving-our-gravestones.html 

http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/preserving-our-gravestones.html
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 Last year, the FoMC introduced “Wreaths across America” to Middleborough. This was 

a big undertaking for our charity, and we chose to go slow so as to do it right. We learned 

much from last years efforts, & plan to put those lessons to use in 2019. To be clear, the newest 

ongoing initiative of the FoMC is “Wreaths across America in Middleborough”. We are proud 

to assist WAA in their mission “to Remember our fallen U.S. Veterans, to Honor those who 

serve, and to Teach your children the value of freedom.”. Supporting WAA allows the FoMC 

to further our 3rd purpose “to Preserve and promote the memory of those persons interred 

within Middleborough”. For Middleborough’s 350th celebration, imagine commemorating all 

of Middleborough’s interred Veterans with Remembrance Wreaths. So, let’s make it happen! 

 We have created a Facebook page for this initiate. We encourage you to LIKE it: 

https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Wreaths/ 

On the page, you can see all of what we did last year. You can see photos of every grave that 

received a Remembrance Wreath. You can see the cemeteries that we selected to participate. 

You can see the Remembrance Ceremony that we conducted. It’s all there! Check it out! 

 We have arranged for our first Planning Meeting to occur on March 26th at the Library. 

What we did for 2018 worked for us last year.. 2019 will be different, and the first difference is 

that we are inviting participation from the very beginning! Our goal is to commemorate all of 

the interred Veterans and there are over 2,200 of them. Can YOU help us with this? 

 Planning Meetings will occur Monthly. We will determine a schedule at the 1st meeting. 

One component is making sure that we have an accurate list of Veterans in each cemetery and 

we know exactly where they are. Another component is making sure that everyone who wants 

to place wreaths or participate in the Remembrance Ceremony gets the opportunity to do so. 

We have awareness to raise! We also have Wreaths to get Sponsored. The Wreaths are not 

given to us, and the FoMC is not buying them. Sponsorship of 1 Remembrance Wreath is $15. 

The FoMC can present opportunities that encourage sponsorship as well as host events that 

support sponsorship (such as last years successful Dale & The Duds Veterans Day Eve event!).   

Want to be involved? Contact us at: 

 

Wreaths@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org 

“WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA IN MIDDLEBOROUGH” IN 2019 

https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Wreaths/
mailto:Wreaths@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org
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A WORD ABOUT OUR VOLUNTEERS 

 I receive a lot of praise about the work that the FoMC does. Our work gets noticed, and 

as President I hear about it all the time. It is humbling. Credit where credit is due, the work of 

this charity would not be done if it were not for the efforts of our Volunteers. The dedication 

and passion of these remarkable people makes everything that we as a Charity do possible. No 

matter what I say here, my praise could not be enough. These people make it all happen. We 

have Volunteers who mow cemeteries, who preserve gravestones, who commemorate Veterans, 

who raise funds, who produce videos, who write newspaper articles, and do sooo much more.  

I want them to know just how appreciated they are for what they do. THANK YOU ALL.  

 These 2 photos are from the 1st Signature Event of this year’s Honorary Mayor contest. 

On the left is the current Honorary Mayor, Kate Mickiewicz, and the 3 people working to     

succeed her for 2019 (Jennifer Carter, Tim Holick, and Tex Washburn). On the right are just 

some of the Volunteers who worked to make that event, Dale & the Duds at the Boston Tavern, 

happen. That was a really fun night! Look at all those smiling faces! 

 Our Board of Directors are all Volunteers too. They gather Monthly to ensure that this 

charity operates properly. They govern all of our activities. Without them, there would be no 

Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries. The * denotes the Directors who were there at the very 

beginning: *Rhonda Roberts, *Jeff Stevens, *Ann Williams, Barbara Winslow, Fred Bohning, 

Darlene Peters, Ann Pierce, Lori Ashley, Susie Sherman, Susan Tyler, & myself, Chip Mangio. 

  

Our next newsletter will be sooner rather than later. I promise that I won’t keep you waiting! 

1ST QUARTER, 2019 



Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries, Inc. 

P.O. Box 172 

Middleborough, MA. 02346 

 

www.FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org 

www.Facebook.com/TheFoMC 

 

 

To Preserve, maintain, and restore the cemeteries                 

located in Middleborough, including the graves,                    

burial grounds, and burial plots; 

To Promote an improved awareness of the history and care      

of Middleborough cemeteries; 

To Preserve and promote the memory of those persons          

interred within Middleborough. 

Our purposes are: 

Volunteer Meetings  

monthly, on the 3rd Thursday 

6:30pm - 7:30pm 
 

Middleborough Public Library 

 102 North Main Street  
 

Walk-ins welcome! 

Board of Directors Meetings  

monthly, on the 2nd Thursday 

6:30pm - 8:30pm 
 

American Legion Post 64 

 8 Thatcher’s Row 

We are a 501(C)(3) charity: EIN 45-2515489 

We provide Community Service Opportunities 


