
 

 This May and June issue is being distributed on August 14th. Life is still busy, but I will catch 
you all up on the goings-on within this charity and the Middleborough cemeteries.  

 The second purpose of this charity is “to promote an improved awareness of the history and 
care of Middleborough cemeteries”. In a big way, this means that we have to learn the proper way to 
care for cemeteries  before we can advocate for their care. For 4 years now, we have been preserving 
gravestones by documenting them and cleaning them. We have cleaned almost 1000 stones.  We 
learned how by attending a workshop conducted by Jonathan Appell and followed up with additional 
documentation guidelines from other organizations. We continue to learn, and probably won’t stop. As 
part of our continuing education, this summer we learned how to Reset and Repair gravestones. It 
will take us some time before we are engaging in this activity on a regular basis, but we are on are way.  
For perspective, it took us 11 months from the Jonathan Appell workshop to our first workshop. We 
had to design everything and purchase our supplies. Our new endeavor will require the same planning 
and purchasing efforts. Before long, people will be noticing that gravestones are not on the ground! 

 In this issue, I will introduce you to the 7th Boy Scout to work with the FoMC on a cemetery 
related project. Jack Franey worked at the Reed and Gilbert Peirce Cemeteries. He replaced the 
fence. It’s probably not common knowledge, but Scouts have been active with this cemetery for sev-
eral years. Perhaps we should promote this fact a bit more. We do have an incentive program in place 
to  encourage Scouts to work in cemeteries, and we do have several projects in mind for the future.  

 Next issue, I will introduce you to a new aspect of the FoMC. This is something that we have 
been considering since March. It will be HUGE! The 3rd purpose of the charity is  “to Preserve and 
promote the memory of those persons interred within Middleborough.”, and this new aspect will  be 
focused on this  purpose. I look forward to sharing it with you next issue.  

 

Chip Mangio                                                                                                                                 ’       
President of the FoMC, and Editor of this e-Newsletter 

VISIBLE PROGRESS IS BEING MADE! 
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to Marion Road! 
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 Everyone advocates “Buy Locally”. Many of us choose to “Buy Globally”. If you 

choose to shop over the Internet, and you use Amazon.com, well, be aware that this charity has 

an Amazon Smile account: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-2515489 . If you sign up and use 

it, you can designate the FoMC as the charitable organization you wish to support. Amazon 

will donate 0.5% of the price of your purchases to us. Amazon distributes quarterly, and their 

checks are a pleasant surprise in our account. Please, consider and embrace this opportunity to 

help the Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries. Every little bit helps! 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP  

 On Tuesday, May 8th, this charity held our “Annual Meeting of the Corporation”. All 

Members were officially notified of the meeting by our Clerk, Barbara Winslow. Once again, 

the venue chosen for the meeting was Lorenzo’s Italian Restaurant, and everyone enjoyed the 

“Lighter Fare Buffet” once the meeting was adjourned. The meeting began with the President’s 

Report, followed by the Clerks Report and then the Treasurer’s Report. The floor was opened 

to questions on the reports, and there were none asked. The floor was again opened to com-

ments from the Membership, of which there were some. The next item on the agenda was the 

self-nomination for Directorships. 4 Members self-nominated. 1 Director chose not to renew. 

The Membership voted to approve the slate of Directors as self-nominated, and the following 

are the Directors for 2018-2019: Jackie Burroughs, John Burroughs, Doug Atkins, Darlene 

Peters, Lori Ashley, Ann Pierce, Rhonda Roberts, Sue Sherman, Susan Tyler, Anne Williams, 

Chip Mangio, Jeff Stevens, Barbara Winslow, and Fred Bohning.  

 The Officers of the Corporation are all elected by the Board of Directors, and that was 

done at the Thursday, May 10th Meeting of the Board of Directors. The officers are President 

Chip Mangio, Vice-President Jeff Stevens, Clerk Barbara Winslow, & Treasurer Fred Bohning.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-2515489


To submit this Membership Application, print this page, complete the application, and 

post-mail it to the address above. 

 
The Mission of the Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries is to provide assistance 

to the burial grounds of Middleborough, Massachusetts. 

 

I endorse the mission of “Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries, Inc.”!                     Date _______________ 

 

Membership imparts an obligation. Members are expected to attend both the “Annual Meeting” and any 

“Special Meetings of the Corporation”. The Special Meetings are called to address specific issues that the 

Members, not the Board, must decide. The Annual Meeting is held in early May and Members vote upon the 

Board of Directors, learn of the State of the Charity, the efforts of the Volunteers, and our ongoing projects. 

 

Members will receive a Membership card and be signed up for the Newsletter (sent to e-mail addresses only). 

 

_____  Please enroll me as a member for this calendar year. Enclosed is my Contribution of $20.00. 

_____  Please enroll me as a member for this and next calendar year. Enclosed is my Contribution of $40.00. 

_____  Please enroll me as a Lifetime member. Enclosed is my one-time Contribution of $250.00. 

  

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Total enclosed: (Please do not mail cash. Check date _________ Check number ___________ )  $_________ 
The FoMC is a Massachusetts Public Charity and a 501(c)(3) Public Charity. Your contributions are tax-deductible donations. 

 

As a Member, you can also volunteer with this Charity. Would you like to? __________. Volunteers gather on 

the 3rd Thursday of each month at the Library to discuss upcoming opportunities and review existing efforts. 

Members are welcome to attend and meet those who do the work that your membership makes possible. 

 

Volunteers: to submit your hours for Membership, see our Clerk for the “Volunteer-to-Membership” form. 

 

Thank you for providing assistance to the burial grounds of Middleborough! 

 
For internal use:   R__________   S__________   U__________   C__________   T__________   by _______________ on _______________. 



HEADSTONE RESETTING AND REPAIR - IN MAY AND JULY 2018 
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 On Saturday May 5th, Saturday May 6th, and 

Sunday July 8th, TaMara Conde taught a “Gravestone 

Conservation Workshop” at the Reed and Gilbert Peirce 

cemeteries. She instructed our Volunteers on resetting 

headstones, repairing headstones, and the principals of 

Preservation. She guided Volunteers with hands-on     

applications and shared some of  her many experiences. 

Her workshop, typically held over 2 days, was done in 3 due to the rain on May 6th. Several 

people were able to attend each day. Many notes were taken, and most technical aspects were 

filmed for future review. The Volunteers learned A LOT and are eager to use their new skills! 

  Gilbert Peirce Cemetery has a bunch of footstones, and many of them leaned in such a 

way that they were in danger of falling and possibly breaking. Once the Volunteers learned 

what to do, they applied their skills & reset the footstones, while TaMara reset the headstone.  

 Much of our time was spent focused on the stones  

in Reed Cemetery. It is here that we find the slate stones. 

Before we began working on the footstones in the above 

photos, TaMara demonstrated what to do with one of the 

slate stones. This required digging down and around the 

stone, removing the stone, preparing the hole, aligning the 

stone, and replacing the soil around the stone. TaMara   

emphasized techniques and specific tools to use for every 

step. Marcy Wood’s headstone looks much better now! 

WWW .FRIENDSOFMIDDLEBOROUGHCEMETERIES .ORG 



MAY AND JUNE , 2018 PAGE 5 

 TaMara promotes the use of “slot-through” bases.  

I have seen some Conservators cut stone, and that never 

made any sense to me. Cutting a stone is an irreversible 

action, and inconsistent with the notion of Preservation. 

“Slot-through” bases are bases with the slots going all 

the way through them. The alternative to “slot-through” 

bases is one where the slot for the stone does not go 

through the base. This is why the cutting of the stone 

would happen; to make the bottom of the stone flat so that it could lie in the notch of the base. 

Using “slot-through” bases allows for the stone to remain intact, thereby maintaining strength 

and integrity. TaMara taught us how to make them. She also brought with her a base that she 

made in advance, and showed us how to install it and place the stone within it.   

 One of the most exciting repairs was the work done on the stone of Civil War Veteran 

Willard E Clarke. The FoMC cleaned his stone during our “Civil War Veterans Gravestone 

Cleaning Initiative”. To repair his stone, it had to be taken apart, have the copper pins removed 

(the pins expanded and contrasted due to our freeze/thaw 

cycle, and caused the stone to break), the base had to be 

leveled, the monument placed back on top of the base, and 

the cracks filled. The photo on the left was taken in May of 

2015, before the FoMC preserved this stone in any way 

(Kate, remember, this was “your stone”!). Since then, we 

have documented it, cleaned it, and now seen to it’s repair. 

All of this required a plan of action and adherence to it.  

On the next page, you will see the repair of his stone! 
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 Willard’s stone was repaired over the weekend in May. The final photo was taken in 

July. Notice how his father’s stone has whitened up. The D/2 Biological Solution killed the 

mold, and the rain & condensation continues to rinse away the dead mold. Willard’s stone was 

raised and placed on the ground. The remnants of the corroded pin were removed. The marble 

base was removed from the granite base (note that it was broken and was mortared together). 

The granite base was cleaned and received a layer of mortar. The marble base was placed onto 

the granite base. The marble base received a layer of mortar and the headstone was then placed 
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MAY AND JUNE , 2018 PAGE 7 

onto the marble base. The cracks in both the front and the back of the stone were both filled 

with mortar. Notice how the letters in the inscription were addressed. One can deduce that the 

wording of the epitaph end with “but not forgotten”, but she did not inscribe the “B” or the 

“u”. TaMara preserved what was on the stone, but did not recreate what was no longer present. 

 We learned much more than this article and these photos can convey.  In time, this 

knowledge will benefit every cemetery in Middleborough. Until then, we stick to our plan and 

continue to seek out knowledge. Thank you TaMara Conde for being an excellent teacher! 



THE FOMC CAR SHOW - SUNDAY, JUNE 24TH 
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 During 2017, the FoMC Volunteers were asked “For 2018, what do you want to do?”. 

One of their ideas was to hold a Car Show. Directors Ann Pierce and Paul Provencher made 

this idea happen. They met with John Remedis of the Downshifters Car Club of New England 

several times in advance of the date that they picked. The Downshifters did everything that 

they said they would do and the results were everything we were told they would be! This was 

a GREAT event, and we expect to repeat it in 2019!  

 If you would like to see the photos of all the cars that attended, click this link to see our 

photo album on Facebook (which works even if you “don’t do” Facebook).  

 This event was held at the Middleborough VFW Post on Station Street. They had a grill 

going and had hot food available for purchase. The FoMC had Coffee, Donuts, Water and Soda 

available for a small contribution. Cars donated $10 the FoMC at the gate, and spectators were 

free. The FoMC also had raffle baskets and a 50/50 raffle. Someone went home with $175! 

 Rory McHugh of InMediaGratification was on hand taking photos and printing them 

right there. He happens to live nearby, loves cars, and recognized this opportunity! I suspect 

we shall see more of Rory in the future. Serendipitous events happen for a reason! 

 The Downshifters had “Best of Show” 

picked by the FoMC Volunteers present. 

Event Chair & Director Ann Pierce presented 

the "Best of Show" to the owners of a 1970 

Chevy Chevell SS - Dennis & Debbie Cote 

and  their grandson Darian Edwards.   

 (Thank you Deb and Dennis for attending, 

and Congratulations on your win!) 
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https://www.facebook.com/DownshiftersCarClub/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/TheFoMC/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2246691392012823
https://inmediagratification.squarespace.com/
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JACK FRANEY , SCOUT FROM TROOP 96  

 The Reed and Gilbert Peirce Cemeteries have been 

receiving a lot of attention recently. Last fall, several small 

trees were removed & some of the largest trees pruned. We 

held TaMara Conde’s “Gravestone Preservation Workshop” 

here. If you’ve driven past the cemetery during the past few 

months, you would have noticed a significant change taking 

place. The fence has been replaced! This change was the 

result of deliberate planning & execution by Jack Franey, 

a Scout from Troup 96. He took on this project to obtain the 

rank of Eagle Scout. He was inspired to take on this project 

by Chris Desmarais, a leader in his troop who, when he was a scout working towards the rank 

of Eagle in 2004, completed as his Eagle project the restoration of this very same fence. Jack         

approached the FoMC almost 2 years ago with what he hoped to do and worked with then-

Director Jon Capistron to incorporate what the FoMC would like to see. Jack was required to 

complete 100 hours of leadership, and this task 

certainly required all of those hours and his 

abilities. Jack rose to the challenge that this 

fence project truly was. The FoMC is more 

than happy with the end result that Jack made 

happen, and I am just as happy to share the 

photos that his mother took as she documented 

his work (Thanks Pam).  

 The original picket-style fence was not 

in keeping with the style of fencing that we 

observed used throughout Middleborough at 

the other cemeteries that has the granite posts 

without iron rails. We asked Jack to look at 

what existed at Wappanucket Cemetery, and 

incorporate their style into his design. Gates 

were not original to these cemeteries either, 

and for guidance, he was inspired by what was 

done at Gammons Cemetery. Thanks Jack!  
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Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries, Inc. 

P.O. Box 172 

Middleborough, MA. 02346 

 

www.FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org 

www.Facebook.com/TheFoMC 

 

 

To Preserve, maintain, and restore the cemeteries                 

located in Middleborough, including the graves,                    

burial grounds, and burial plots; 

To Promote an improved awareness of the history and care      

of Middleborough cemeteries; 

To Preserve and promote the memory of those persons          

interred within Middleborough. 

Our purposes are: 

Volunteer Meetings  

monthly, on the 3rd Thursday 

6:30pm - 7:30pm 
 

Middleborough Public Library 

 102 North Main Street  
 

Walk-ins welcome! 

Board of Directors Meetings  

monthly, on the 2nd Thursday 

6:30pm - 8:30pm 
 

American Legion Post 64 

 8 Thatcher’s Row 

We are a 501(C)(3) charity: EIN 45-2515489 

We provide Community Service Opportunities 


