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VOLUNTEER WITH THE FOMC

This March and April issue is being distributed on July 9th. Obviously Life got b
| am determined to catch you all up with some of the events of the charity and the Mi
cemeteries. Pbhaealk®& anilhaokyadotraddingghtNowslktter!

March began with a Nordeaster. Ever
Nemasket Hill Cemetery took heavy damage, and the Association that manages that
working hard ever since to address all of the issues that arose as a result. Fall Brook
an Oak Tree from across the street (which closed the street for a day or two) & the ce
damaged. Warrentown Cemetery received no tree damage, but based on what we al
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we have NO doubt that thto@btall Pine Tree featured in the last issue would have comé dowr

that storm (damaging many headstones along the way!). Trees will forever be an issug for tr

The 4t h OHonor ary MastyefundoafsingMontest coetibueq o u
during March and culminated with the Inauguration of the 2018 Mayor in April! This isjjan an
event, and it gets better each year! Tlhi s
members and this Charityds Volunteers |Jal I
we hol d? Who were the Candidates? Who |won

Volunteers attend our monthly Volunteer Meetings, and their feedback informs me th
are a worthwhile endeavor. We always welcome new Volunteers, and all are weldmne
next meeting isThursday, July 19th, 6:30 PM in the Public Library Community Room

The work of this charity is always ongoing. Volunteers make everything happen%Many
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| am working on the May and -bJaucnked ifsepeul e
issue. | expect it will be distributed in 2 weeks. Then | have the July and August issue o con
you will temebVvVe Thanhkogwyou for your wunjder
Chip Mangio

President of the FOMC, and Editor oNigséetter
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et A s pelThank@ybuoAh goes out to Car ol

informing me of the name of the plant. On the last page of our last
lissue, | stated that this was located in Cemetery at The Green, anc
| that | did not know the name. Within 2 days, | knew it! Thanks for
the name and reading to the end of the 20 page issue!

A CALL FOR NEWSLETTER STORIES AND IDEAS

Our Volunteers bring a plethora of skills to this charity. Their diverse abilities allows us
to ask questions at Volunteer meets and receive an abundance of answers. Their perspective
allow this charity to advance. It is in this spirit that | am asking you, the reader, to submit an
article for this newsletter. It does not have to be long, but | would love to receiymge?
spread, inclusive of photographs. The subject matter is for you to decide. | can also provide
suggested topics if you would like to develop one into an article. Alternately, | would love to
receive ideas as to what you would like to read about. No wemiesare not in any danger of
running out of topics. Plea&EPLY to the newsletter email with questions or submissions!

HAPPENNING NoOw!

At this moment, most of t hReed Centetaryandtthg 0 s
Gilbert Pierce Cemetery, on Marion Road. A Boy Scout from Troop 96 has finished up his
work replacing the fence that defines the front of the cemetery. Our Documentation Team is
working on photographing, transcribing, and mapping. Cleaners are cleaning. We have held :
days of a AResetting and Repair Workshopo

Our Stewardship Team has been working to keep many of the cemeteries mowed. We
have consulted with our Tree Company about how best to maintain the health of the Oaks, at
have our eyes set on a trimming or removing a few more of those dangerous Pines.

April was the completion of our major Fundraiser, the Honorary Mayor of Middlebough.
We just held another one, this time a Car Show. That was fun, and we look forward to doing i
again. We don't have any other Fundraising events scheduled, but that will change, Stay tune

To be aware of our news in a more timely manner, be sure to like us on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/TheFoMC/



https://www.facebook.com/TheFoMC/
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Congratulations

Kate Mackiewicz
2018 Honorary Mayor

along with Jane Lopes
her Deputy Mayor and
Soule Homestead Education Center

her Supported Cause.

There were 4 people who stepped up to run for the title of Honorary Mayor in
2018. There could only be one winner, the candidate who raised the most money. Eric, Glenr
and Sylvia all ran good races, with Sylvia coming iregy close second. From the moment
that she submitted her nomination paper s,
Jane being her best friend. Kate was determined to win, and focused on her goal every day!
She took a role in bringing all of the candidates together for joint activities, and brought a lot
of fun into the entire campaign season. She inspired us to make changes to our Inauguration
Ceremony, turning it into a Dance & Celebratiam Inaugural Ball, of sorts!

If you wouldKate Mackiewicz, the 2018 Honorary Mayor of Middleborough, at one of
your organizationb6s events, feel free to
following e-mail addresElerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org

The Honorary Mayor is on Facebookhttps://www.facebook.com/Mayor02346/

If you like the Page, then you can follow Kate during her term! She has been spotted at the
Soule Homestead Education Cerdrd theMiddleborough ParaCorshe had a float in the
89th Annual North Middleborough 4th of July Paraahel be at future town events!



mailto:Clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org?subject=request%20for%20the%202018%20Honorary%20Mayorof%20Middleborough
https://www.facebook.com/Mayor02346/
https://www.facebook.com/soulehomestead/
https://www.facebook.com/events/224171421458966/
https://www.facebook.com/events/615330895511825/
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The Campaign Season!

T h édondrary Mayor of Middleboroughd i s a sstylefundraiding aomtest. We have
always aimed to simulate, as much as possible, a real election. Each candidate is encourage
create their own ACampaign Eventso where
this charity creates fAiSponsored Eventso w
There were many events in 2018, including:

Feb 12- Seascape Window Class by Blue Anchor Studio at the Alley Theater

Feb13FUNdr ai ser at Friendl yds

Feb 23- Leilani Dalpe Song Auction

Feb 25 Bakeoff, Coffee, and Meet the Candidates

March6-Fundr ai ser at Papa Ginods

March 17- VFW Breakfast and Meet the Candidates

March18-Ai Hi st ory of -Miestrddd byhefiStevergsh o

March24-iDal e and the Dudso at the Boston
All these event led up to the finale of the campaign season:

April 7 - 2018 Inauguration and Celebration!

To be aware of all Honorary Mayor of Middleborough event, pledsgE the Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/Mayor02346/

and then check out the EVENTS tab

https://www.facebook.com/Mayor02346/events/



https://www.facebook.com/Mayor02346/
https://www.facebook.com/Mayor02346/events/
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E a c Honofary Mayor of Middleboroughd candi dat e has

fiDeputy Mayoro r u-4ma it @ gSappattedfCauses or Organizations .
The ADeputy Mayterso arwenmiecgased peopl e fr
the ASupported Cause or Organizationo ar
Combined, all three campaign elements work to improve Middleborough cemeteries today.

Sylvia Camandona
Mertie Romaine (18931992)
GRANG?— 0South Middleboro Gr:

Jane Lopes (1942017
OSoul e Homestead

SOU o,
Homestead

Education Center

Glenn Montapert
John Shaw Jr (1822891)

oMay Fl ower Lodge Anc
Accepted Masonso©o.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS
Eric Jacobso

Wayne Maurice Caron (1946968 5@
OSpeci al Ol ympi ESaM |

1968 -2018

Thank you Candidates for having chosen to run!
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0 GKE AND RAKEO AT NEMASKET HILL CEMETERY

Everyone in Middleborough knows of the
One of the hardest hit cemeteries Wsnasket Hill Cemetery The Trustees there have been
working hard to recover, and have made direct pleas for help. One of those who answered w
Judy BigelowCosta (Tinkham). You have seen her posting on Facebook in Middleborough
forums promoting efforts and activities. She is a great advocate for Middleborough and
through her work wittMiddleborough on the MovandNetworking Support Plygust to
name a few of her organized efforts. On Sunday, April 22nd, she helped out Nemasket Hill
Cemetery. How? Herebds how, I n her words:

Hello, everyone,

If you are looking for something to do on EARTH DAY, April 22, 2018

Come to the Nemasket Hill Cemetery

If you bring a rake and come prepared to rake for 1/2 hour or 1 hour, | will share my birthday cake with you.
It is a special day for the world, EARTH DAY, whereby people help to make their little part of the world a
better place.

It is an opportunity to help a small privately owned cemetery that is one of the oldest in the country and has
some very historical figures buried there.

The storms did a number on trees and headstones.

It is a unique way to give back to the community but it is a good way. Bring your children and grandchildren
to make an impression on family time.

Enjoy a piece of birthday cake. It's a community celebration.

All are invited.

https://www.facebook.com/events/167952753804761/



https://www.facebook.com/events/167952753804761/
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Nemasket Hill Cemetery Association Presidéatol Damonled me on a brief tour of
the damage caused by the storm. Their Volunteers had been working diligently for the 50 day
between the storm and this event, and signs of both the original damage and the tremendous
progress were everywhere. Here are a few photos to speak for my words.

To provide help directly to Nemasket Hill Cemetery Association, (and as with all cemeteries,
their needs are ongoing), contact them at their email addessiskethillcem@gmail.com
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M IDDLEBOROUGH CULTURAL CouUNcCIL GRANTEE RECEPTION

Cultural Council Presentation 4-22-18 on Sunday, April 22nd, the FOMC presented
at the annual Middleborough Cultural Council

Middleborough Grantee Reception, held at the Public Library. All
Cultural Couricil Grantees were invited to present an overview of who
GRANTEE KECEFTIOL they are and what they do. The Reception airs on

APKIL 22,2018
MCCAM.
m Want to watch? click the imagd

The FOMC was the first group which presented. | (President Chip Mangio) spoke for the
charity, and | come on at the 4:40 mark. | spoke for 3 minutes because the FOMC developet

RArt in our Cemeteries t o speak for us. A picture is
for 37,000 words to be on the walls. Watching the attendees interact with the photos was
rewarding. The art spoke to them, and | t

Among the guests was o8tate Senator Marc PachecoWhen the reception ended and the

camera was off, he approached me first. Before he was Mayor of Taunton, he served on tha
citydébs Cemetery Commi ssion. He had not he
introduced him to FOMC Founder Rhonda Roberts, who, prior to the existence of the FOMC,
had been involved in the restoration of the Old Richmond Cemetery on Route 44 in Taunton
Attending receptions is just as good an idea as hosting receptions, as you never know who
willing to hear your message! The Senator spoke while the camera was on, at the 50:30 ma

For a complete list of the 2018 Grantees, betwk here and select the Funding List tab.



https://www.mass-culture.org/Middleborough
http://vod.mccam02346.com/CablecastPublicSite/show/3837?channel=1
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0 RT IN OUR CEMETERIESO

LZ2

AArt i1 n Our Cemeteri es:s
exhibit, and partly a primer in New England
cemetery symbolism. Under each framed print is an
! informative placard explaining the images and
symbols seen on the stone, and the location so one
may visit and see for oneself. Most of the pieces
depict el ements of Middl

L to R FOMC Director Lori Ashley, R
Cultural Council Chair Danielle Bowkel F ©uUgh these, the FoMCO

and Library Director RaRdypertshawest in our historic burial grounds. These are not just
places to lay our dead, they are phklke areas of

wild beautyd essentially outdoor museums filled with centwiods to modern era folk art.
Taking time to walk the rows can afford one a wealth of genealogical, sociological, and his-
torical information. One can see the loving craftsmanship of the stones, and actually touch t

inscriptions and designs carved hundreds of years ago by ecladartisan with a chisel
and a compass. In a cemetery, one is surrounded by the past and the present, and one can
the beauty and mystery of the stones.

The preceding remarks were prepared by the FOMC and published in the Middleboro
Gazette on May 10tou can read the entire article here

The exhibit was on display for 1 montfrom April 19th through May 17. The exhibit
served 2 purposes: to serve as a backdrop for our Grantee Reception presentation as well
serve as t his c Preservation Menth.prlaeNdtional Trpsefdr Histanic i n
Preservatiorcreated Preservation Week in 1971 to spotlight local preservation efforts in the
USA, and entities on the Federal, State and local level all now patrticipate for a full month.
The hashtagThis PlaceMatterswas established to help promote events related to the effort.
We used it in our Facebook post that promoted the extubigck it out

Director Lori Ashley led the effort of our Volunteers in all aspects of this exhibit, and
pulled off an amazing display. The exhibit will be seen adghimu have a venue that you
would like to enhance with our exhibit, reach out to the FolIgbu wish to be involved in
future exhibits, again, reach out to this charity at the followHngaé address:

Clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org



http://www.southcoasttoday.com/special/20180510/art-in-our-cemeteries-on-exhibit-at-middleborough-public-library
https://savingplaces.org/this-place-matters
https://savingplaces.org/this-place-matters
https://www.facebook.com/TheFoMC/posts/2191120410903255
mailto:Clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org?subject=request%20for%20the%202018%20Honorary%20Mayorof%20Middleborough

PAaGE 10 WWW .FRIENDSOF M IDDLEBOROUGH CEMETERIES.ORG

A CiviL WAR SOLDIER WHO LIVED IN MIDDLEBOROUGH FOR A WHILE ...

Subscribers are always welcome to submit articles for tNisvesletter. One reader
submitted this article, and | am happy to

Whil e doing research on Rehobothdés Historic Bur.i
Ti | t on @ slistdyobRehoboth, Massachusettdr. Tilton was describing the Hix Cemetery on Brook
Street. He mentions that two Civil War veterans are buried there, Charles Miller and Alexander Williams

(col ored). |l quickly turned to the chapter in T
War. There he repeats the record from the Common
Rehoboth al mshouse. Buried in Hix cemetery, Oa k
| dondédt know what piqued my curiosity, but | nee

Our Veterans services officer does not have Alexander Williams on his lists of Veterans Flag Placements, n
in Hix Burial Ground or anywhere else in Rehoboth. To me, this means that no one had applied for a Federz
Marker, since it appears he had few resources, living and dying at the AlIms House, yet he was a veteran.

| made a trip to the historical l i brary at the C
information which yielded more clues.

Tiltondbs notes mention that Mr . Williams had | iv
also states Mr. Williams died at the AlIms house in Rehoboth and is buried at Hix. The author has looked for
mar ker and found none | isted airygk. t hus concl udes

Historical records show the marriage in Middleborough, MA, of Alexander Williams to Katie Mack. He is age
68, she is only 41. He is black, she is white. In this record, Alexander is a laborer. The record shows he was
born in Baltimore, Maryland and his parents are Alexander and Sophie Williams. Katie was born in New
Hampshire.

An 1880 Census of New Bedford shows Alexander and Catherine living at 5 EIm Street, close to the water-
front. He is a laborer, age 58, Catherine is 33. | believe this couple is the same one that married, legally, 8
years later. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts abolished anti miscegenation in 1843. However, if
Alexander is indeed from Baltimore, Maryland as stated in his marriage record in 1888, this marriage would
still have been illegal there. Maryland was the first state to ban inter racial marriages in 1664. The ban was 1
overturned there until 1967, over three hundred years later. Massachusetts, however was a much more
progressive state, and is even toclay.

| began to search for records, going further back.

An 1865 Census of New Bedford show a Wi lliams f a
unknown Southern Stateo, occupation fAiseamano.

An 1860 Census of New Bedford shows a Williams family, the oldest male being John A. Williams, born in
state fiunknowno, married and age 40. Occupation
John A.couldbe Alexander, or maybe just a relative. The records were enlightening either way.

Perhaps it was best for a Black man not to say w
Act of 1850 provided slave owners more | everage
for anyone caught harboring slavees. Though the Commonwealth of Massachusetts passed a Personal Libelr
Law to try and protect runaway slaves, such laws were superseded by the Federal Law and would not win in
court. Eventually, but not until 1864, the Fugitive Slave Acts were rzpealed by Congress. Slavery had been
banned in Massachusetts since 1783.



Could Alexander and his family have been fugitives? Even if they were innocent free people of color, up until
1864 bounty hunters from the South, with contrived affidavits, could arrest and return them as captured slave

Massachusetts military records show Alexander Williams enlisted in the Navy at Plymouth, MA in 1864. The
record shows his place of residence as Rehoboth, born in Baltimore, Maryland. There are notes about his
height; 5 feet, 6 and 1/3 inches tall, black with black curly hair. Age is said to be 34, though 44 is likely more
accurate. His occupation is listed as a cook. There are notes about the scars he has on his body, one on eac
thigh, some on each arm and one above his left eyebrow.

In his life after the war, he and his wife found their way to Middleborough, MA where they
were married on August 18, 1888. One month earlier that year, the town of Middleborough
charged the town of Rehoboth for their care at the Alms House in Middleborough. It seems at
some point, they were moved to the Aims House in Rehoboth where Alexander died.

Historical vital records from Ancestry.com show the beautiful handwriting of the Rehoboth Town Clerk in
1888. Williams, Alexander (Male, Af) died of dropsy on October 14, 1888, age 69. His occupation is listed a
sailor.

His wife Catherine died in Lakeville, MA on December 1, 1894, widow, age 47. Her occupation at the time
was housekeeper.

| wonder if Alexander even knew when he was born. Was his antebellum life in Massachusetts fraught with
fear of being returned to the South? Was Baltimore just something to tell the Census takers and records
keepers? How did he come to live in Rehoboth, MA? Where did all those scars come from? | guess we will
never really know.

The Rehoboth Cemetery Commission along with the Veterans Services Agent will be applying to National
Cemetery Administration for a gravestone to be placed in Hix Cemetery for Alexander.

Alexander Williams; a Black man, from a Southern state, possible runaway slave, husband, laborer, sailor,
cook, Civil War veteran. RIP

The preceding article was submitted by Beverly Baker, of the Rehoboth Cemetery Commisgsion.

Bever |l y orHeaand szteodn et hGl efani ng Wor ks h,dyatnwa t|h J
(9) FOMC Volunteers attended in June 2014. She was the featured speaker at the FOMC Ahnual
Meeting in May 2015. She is always dlikihpgo




