
 

 Cemeteries are active all year. People still visit gravesites. Animals still live nearby. Weather still 
impacts the landscapes. We are deep into Autumn now, and Winter is not far away. Our Landscapers 
have done their final mowings. Our Headstone Cleaners took advantage of every nice-enough day, and 
now their work for 2017 has come to an end. So goes our cycleé 

 We just finished a major undertaking, our òCivil War Veterans Headstone Cleaning initiativeó. 

At each of our September, October, and November Volunteers and Board of Directors meetings (that 
was 6 different times),  I asked òNow what do we want to do?ó.  There have been some good ideas 
of all different types put forth by a variety of people. More input is ALWAYS good, and NOW is the 
time for you to suggest your ideas (and you may do so by replying to this e-mail). So, now what?! 

 For the next few months, this charity will focus on Fundraising! Paul Provencher is the chair 
of our 2018 Honorary Mayor Committee, and has begun the work of preparing for next years 
contest. Volunteers of all types are needed.  We are currently recruiting candidates to run for the title. 
The òcampaign seasonó is February and March, and the Inauguration Ceremony has been scheduled for 
Tuesday April 3rd, 2018. While that is just about 6 months away, it will be here before we know it. 
Until then, we have candidates to recruit, events to plan, people to invite, and awareness to raise! 
Fundraising is why we are a 501(c)(3), and enables us to assist Middleboroughõs cemeteries. 

 The calendar on the next page is sparse. Thatõs part of our cycle. Just as in the cemeteries, 
things in this charity are slowing down (but not stopping!).  We are still planning for the Honorary 
Mayor of Middleborough, so please let us know if you want to be involved! There will be no Volunteer 
meeting in December. They did a lot of work this past year. We celebrated at our November meeting, 
and now everyone gets to rest and recharge. Looking forward to 2018, if we do half of what has been 
discussed these last several meetings, then next year will be another great year for the FoMC! 
 

The next issue of this e-Newsletter should be out in the first week of February, 2018. 
 

Chip Mangio                                                                                                                                        
President, and Editor of this e-Newsletter 

PRESERVATION  SEASON  IS BEHIND  US -  SO WHAT õS NEXT ? 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ THEFOMC NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2017 

www.FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org 

Save the Date! 

2018 Honorary Mayor of Middleborough Inauguration  

Tuesday, April 3rd, 2018 

Town Hall Ball Room 
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FACEBOOK  PAGES -  Y OUR  OPPORTUNITY  TO  PROTECT  

 In the last 2 issues, I asked that people help this charity improve the visibility of  our 

cemeteries by giving them a LIKE  on Facebook. THANKS to all of you who helped!!! I saw 

the increase in LIKE s immediately. The following are a new set of cemeteries for LIKING! 

 Notice the URLs that include FoMC. The cemeteries in RED are the ones that I am ask-

ing for your help with LIKING . Facebook will not allow me to shorten the URL until the page 

has 25 LIKE s. This is an easy way for you to help this charity! 

 During the winter, we will be posting our ñbefore and afterò photos of the Civil War 

headstones into galleries on these pages. By LIKING  these pages, you will be notified of 

when the photos are available to you. Please, click on the links, and LIKE  these pages. 

  

 

These are the cemeteries managed by Associations: 

Cemetery at The Green: https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.atTheGreen/ 

Central Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Central/ 

Purchade Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Purchade/ 

Rock Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/Rock-Cemetery-1424929124439092/ 

South Middleboro Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.SouthMiddleboro/ 

Thomastown Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Thomastown/ 

Titicut Parish Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.TiticutParish/ 

   and Drake Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/Drake-Cemetery-401103400027610/ 

Wappanucket Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Wappanucket/ 

 

Wood Cemetery on private property: https://www.facebook.com/Wood-Cemetery-404771032997120/ 

 

Nemasket Hill Cemetery and Saint Marys Cemetery manage their own pages: 

Nemasket Hill Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/Nemasket-Hill -Cemetery-1441809602702203 

Saint Maryôs Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Cemetery-294678987208996/ 

https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.atTheGreen/
https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Central/
https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Purchade/
https://www.facebook.com/Rock-Cemetery-1424929124439092/
https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.SouthMiddleboro/
https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Thomastown/
https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.TiticutParish/
https://www.facebook.com/Drake-Cemetery-401103400027610/
https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Wappanucket/
https://www.facebook.com/Wood-Cemetery-404771032997120/
https://www.facebook.com/Nemasket-Hill-Cemetery-1441809602702203
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Cemetery-294678987208996/
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November, 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

December, 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

January, 2018 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31     

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 11 - Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday 18 - monthly Volunteer Meeting 

 

 

Visit our Cabin at Middleboroughõs Festival of Lights!  

December 9, 10, 16, and 17th. 

 

 

Thursday 14 - Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday 21 - NO Volunteer Meeting this month! 

 

 

 

1 - 18: Civil War Art Gallery. This will be a joint exhibit 
with the Middleborough Historical Association 

 

Monday 6 - Civil War Art Gallery Reception  

 

Thursday 9 - Board of Directors Meeting 

Saturday 11 - Veterans Day - We are in the Parade! 

 

Thursday 16 - monthly Volunteer Meeting - this will be our   
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION evening. 

Thursday 23 - Thanksgiving! 

To be updated first on our activities, follow us at https://www.facebook.com/pg/TheFoMC/events/  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/TheFoMC/events/
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Civil War Veterans Exhibit 
 The FoMC partnered with the Middleborough Historical Association (the MHA) to mark 

and celebrate the completion of the Civil War Veterans Headstone Cleaning Initiative. 

Newsletter recipients were sent notification of the exhibit and the Reception date on Sunday, 

October 29th. The Reception had a good turnout. We can only hope people took the time to 

visit the Library and see the Exhibit. There were 4 parts to it: a wall dedicated to the images of 

75 members of the GAR taken about 1920, a wall dedicated to the names of every Veteran 

whose stone we cleaned, a wall dedicated to the books that helped us find each Veteran, and 

finally a wall with Before and After images of some of the cleaned stones. As an exhibit, it was 

a pretty good one! We like doing these exhibits, and will do more in the future! 

 The Reception was recorded and will be broadcast on MCCAM soon. It will also be 

available online through http://vod.mccam02346.com/CablecastPublicSite/show/3525?channel=4. 

We presented 4 speakers. For the crowd, we presented home-made Civil War Cookies! 

 

Please take a moment to realize the magnitude 

of the project that this charity undertook. Our 

Volunteers cleaned over 400 gravestones in 15 

cemeteries. Every persons effort mattered! We 

could not have done it without a lot of parts 

coming together. Cooperation, collaboration, 

and dedication were all vital to our efforts. 

This was a huge undertaking, and every person 

who helped should be proud of their efforts! 

 

Thanks All!  

JOIN  OUR  V ETERNS T EAM  

http://vod.mccam02346.com/CablecastPublicSite/show/3525?channel=4
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Lori Ashley and Barbara Winslow present the wall of names of every Civil War Veteran        

interred and remembered in Middleborough. We cleaned all their stones. 

FoMC President, Chip Mangio, MHA President Doug Vantran, Sesquicentennial Commission 

Vice-chair Dr. Tom Turner, & Olde Colony Civil War Round Table Vice-President Dana Zaiser. 



PAGE  6 WWW .FRIENDSOF M IDDLEBOROUGH CEMETERIES.ORG  

V OLUNTEER  A PPRECIATION  M EETING : T HURSDAY , N OVEMBER  16TH . 

 On the 3rd Thursday of each month (excluding December), the FoMC holds meetings at 

the Middleborough Public Library. The reason behind these meetings should be obvious: we 

needed a reliable way for potential Volunteers to find us. Several of our Volunteers joined us as 

a result of just ñdropping inò, which was exactly what we wanted! In the 2 years that we have 

held these meetings, weôve seen attendance grow. We know that several people who Volunteer 

are unable to attend that night (and I know that they are there in spirit!). These meetings    

demonstrate to people who appreciate cemeteries that ñthey are not alone!ò. There is merit to 

working alone, but comfort in knowing that one is part of a group. This year, it was decided by 

the Board of Directors to demonstrate our appreciation. Thus, we held a Pizza Party! 

 All of the pizzas and salads were donated to the FoMC by several pizzerias in town. 

Paul Provencher coordinated this effort, while Lori and Ann addressed the beverages. Sandy 

provided the Chocolate Chip Cookies. There were plenty of leftovers (of course, no cookies!). 

We did have an agenda for the meeting, and we did address all discussion points. 
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 There was another aspect of the evening that the Directors felt just as important as food. 

We presented each Volunteer with a ñCertificate of Appreciationò. Talk about smiles! It is 

safe to say that people were surprised and pleased with this aspect of the night! I want to thank 

Quack and Cam for taking these photos (an aspect that happened unexpectedly and totally 

spontaneously!). We will plan to do this entire evening annually (with even more cookies)!  

 Sandy, Jeff, and Leah were just a few of the people who received certificates.  

This charity employs no one. We all Volunteer. 

Some have been with us since the beginning, 

and others joined recently. All are valuable to 

this organization, and sincerely appreciated. 

 

Of all our Volunteers, one person stands out. 

She coordinates Volunteers and organizes our 

events. Her efforts are indispensable, and help 

make this charity as strong as it is. I couldnôt 

do my job without her, and so I take this space 

to publicly extend my appreciation to:  

Barbara Winslow. 
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 Saturday, November 11th was supposed to be the date of the Veterans Day Parade. 

Sadly, the weather did not cooperate (it was unseasonably cold). The Veterans are the ones who 

made the call to cancel, and so the Ceremony at the Ballroom of the Town Hall was moved to 

10am. The Ballroom was filled to capacity and it was a good ceremony! 

 This charity had plans to participate in the Parade. We had a float and the new banners 

were going to adorn the sides. We would have had chairs so that Veterans could sit upon them 

and be in the parade. We planned to pass out postcards to raise awareness of our Veterans team. 

Instead, we set up a booth in the foyer of the Town Hall. We hung our new banner (above) and 

4 Volunteers handed out lots of cards.  We asked people to ñHelp us Always Rememberò. We 

generated a lot of interest, and people appeared pleased with our goals. More people will learn 

of this team in the months ahead! We have several ideas for it! Please consider joining! 

OUR  NEWEST  B ANNER  -  JOIN  OUR  V ETERANS  T EAM ! 

The Veterans Day Ceremony at the Town Hall Ball Room. 
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These are the postcards we hand out.  

If you want to be a part of this team, just send us an e-mail!  
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B OOK  A WARENESS: M ASKS OF O RTHODOXY : FOLK  GRAVESTONE  CARVING   

 Everyone advocates ñBuy Locallyò. However, we all have the option to ñBuy Globallyò. 

If you choose to shop over the Internet, and you use Amazon.com, well, be aware that we have 

an Amazon Smile account: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-2515489 . If you sign up and use 

it, you can designate the FoMC as the charitable organization you wish to support. Amazon 

will donate 0.5% of the price of your purchases to us. Amazon distributes quarterly, and their 

checks are a pleasant surprise in our account. Please, consider and embrace this opportunity to 

help the Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries. Tôis the Season!!! 

The FoMC will be decorating a cabin for the Festival of Lights! 

If you have lights that you want to donate to the cause, let us know! 

Volunteers are eager to decorate, and more are welcome. Come have some FUN! 


