
 

 I have done a lot of outreach on behalf of this charity, which means that I have talked to a lot of 
people who come to me with no idea why we exist, what we do, what we can do, and what we have 
done. I am a believer in our mission, I express a deep passion for our work in my conversations, and I 
hope that my condition is contagious! I always strive to bring in  Volunteers and Contributors to the 
FoMC. We all have Friends and Family in cemeteries, so we all have an interest is their upkeep. 

 This charity has monthly meetings of the Volunteers on each of the 3rd Thursdays at the Library 
at 6:30 pm. These are gatherings where we all get together and discuss ideas or upcoming activities. 
We have an agenda, but always encourage off-topic discussions from those who make this charity what 
it is. The meeting we held on June 15th was one of our most well-attended, and several of our regulars 
werenõt even there. We discussed many great ideas, and expect to act on them in the future.  

 This charity is active all year long. It is a misconception that we are only active when the 
weather is reasonably warm and sunny. Obviously that is when we get much of our visible work done, 
but so much happens behind the scenes that I feel the need to mention some of it. We do Fundraising 
when we canõt be outside. The planning for the Honorary Mayor of Middleborough contest begins in 
October, kicks of in January and ends in early April. We take photographs of everything, so organizing 
them is always ongoing.  Our Data Committee is always researching at the Library. We do not try to 
do Fall Cleanups; instead we organize Spring Clean-up Days. We create videos for MCCAM and also 
displays for our events. We have put together some really good events, and hope to do even better 
ones! We are always looking for assistance in planning and executing our activities.  

 This charity strives òto be as a long-term solutionó to the needs of our cemeteries. It needs the 
support of the public, and I see that we have it. I have faith that this will continue. I invite everyone 
who has an interest in the upkeep of our cemeteries to get involved with the FoMC. Join a group of 
GREAT Volunteers! We can keep you busy all year long, and the results of your efforts will last long 
after you yourself are interred. Become part of Middleboroughõs long-term cemetery solution!  
 

Chip Mangio - President and current Editor of the Newsletter 

W HEN  IS THE  FOMCõS BUSIEST SEASON? 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ THEFOMC JULY AND AUGUST 2017 

www.FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org 
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FACEBOOK  PAGES -  Y OUR  OPPORTUNITY  TO  PROTECT  

 Please help us raise the visibility of our cemeteries. Visibility serves to protect all 

historical assets from encroachment, vandalism, and neglect. One way to raise awareness 

of these cultural sites among our younger generation is to ñLIKE ò them on Facebook.  

People often ñCheck-inò when they visit the graves of their friends or their parents and 

grandparents. They might if they are doing community service, such as raking the leaves  

or flagging the graves of our Veterans. Most of the cemeteries of Middleborough are on 

Facebook. We need to get them up to at least 25 LIKES  in order to shorten the URLS to 

be similar to what you see for Warrentown and Infirmary cemeteries.  Please click ñLikeò! 

 

These are the 6 town-entrusted cemeteries: 

Warrentown Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Warrentown 

Tack Factory Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/Tack-Factory-Cemetery-645206655527928/ 

Reed Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/Reed-Cemetery-1449571238616376/ 

Gilbert Peirce Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/Gilbert-Peirce-Cemetery-1407794689500092/ 

Fall Brook Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/Fall-Brook-Cemetery-260747767441689/ 

Gammons Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/Gammons-Cemetery-671073556261137/ 

 

These 2 cemeteries have unknown owners: 

Soule Street Smallpox Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/Soule-Street-Smallpox-Cemetery-330578283756263/ 

Vaughan Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/Vaughan-Cemetery-1441742279411033/ 

 

These 2 cemeteries are owned by the town (and we have the deeds!): 

Alms House Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/Alms-House-Cemetery-1543980682497302/ 

Infirmary Cemetery https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Infirmary/ 

https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Warrentown/
https://www.facebook.com/Tack-Factory-Cemetery-645206655527928/
https://www.facebook.com/Reed-Cemetery-1449571238616376/
https://www.facebook.com/Gilbert-Peirce-Cemetery-1407794689500092/
https://www.facebook.com/Fall-Brook-Cemetery-260747767441689/
https://www.facebook.com/Gammons-Cemetery-671073556261137/
https://www.facebook.com/Soule-Street-Smallpox-Cemetery-330578283756263/
https://www.facebook.com/Vaughan-Cemetery-1441742279411033/
https://www.facebook.com/Alms-House-Cemetery-1543980682497302/
https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Infirmary/
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July, 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29             
30 

            
31 

August, 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

September, 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 

Monday 4 - Labor Day 

 

Saturday 16 - visit our booth at the Soule Homestead         
           JOE DAVIES FOLK FESTIVAL 

 

Thurs 14 - Board of Directors Meeting 

Thurs 21 - monthly Volunteer Meeting 

 

Saturday 30 - visit our booth at the North Middleboro         
           TITICUT PARISH FALL FESTIVAL 

 

Friday 4 - visit our booth at KRAZY DAYS! 

 

Thurs 10 - Board of Directors Meeting 

 

Saturday 12 - Central Cemetery Civil War Granite 
 Headstone Cleaning Day - Rain date is the 13rd 

 

Thurs 17 - monthly Volunteer Meeting 

 

Saturday 26 - Central Cemetery Civil War Granite 
 Headstone Cleaning Day - Rain date is the 27rd 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 4 - Independence Day 

 

Thurs 13 - Board of Directors Meeting 

Thurs 20 - monthly Volunteer Meeting 
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Tracing the Genealogy of Three in Warrentown Cemetery - By Sue Sherman 
 

How many names can a male child born of William H Cole and Hannah Jane (Redding) Cole 

have in the 2 months he lived? Would you believe how many Jane Fullers were living in the 

1830's to 1850's? Or how many names will Lucius Darling's spouse, Nancy Emeline Carpenter 

from Easton/Norton, use during her life with Lucius who died in 1871. These three puzzles 

faced me as I sought to portray them in obituary form. 

James W. H. M. Cole, son of William Henry and Hannah J (Redding) Cole, 

born Apr 2nd 1862. His name at birth is recorded in Lakeville births as 

James W. H. M. Cole, who died on May 7th 1862 in the Lakeville death   

records, and in the Middleboro Gazette Death Notice of May 10th 1862 

page 2 (to right) as James W.. Jamesô name was engraved as George W.! 

I found numerous Jane E. Fullers on Ancestry.com who might have married Lucius Darling  

after November 23rd 1852 when their marriage was published in Middleborough. Jane married 

at 18 and died 6 month later on March 25th 1853. She may have died in childbirth. I never 

found her parents. One of their publishments says they were both ñof Middleborough.ò 

Fast forward 18 years, Lucius dies in Easton in 1871. His partner is a woman of many names! 

Why was he was buried with Jane? In the time between Jane's death and his he became the   

father to three children.  

Lucius died living with 2nd ñ wifeò Emeline. But I found no record of their marriage. Lucius 

and ñEmmaò were found in Malden in the Federal Census of 1860 with two children; Emma 

M. 2 yrs. and Victoria 2/12ths.  

In the Massachusetts State Census of Medford in 1865 we find ñEmelineò as wife and Emma 

and ñVictoriaò now ñAliceò as daughters.  

On 24th of April 1871 in Easton in Lucius Petition papers, a third child named Lucius age 5 is 

found.  

 



 
 

In the Federal Census of 1880 Alice has become Alice D. and Theodore C. and Arthur are 

listed as sons of Emmeline and Theodore Darling. 

 

Nancy E. Carpenter, Nancy Emeline Carpenter, N. Emaline Darling, Emmeline and ñEmmaò 

Darling, clearly, she used many names! Below is Nancy E.'s 1st marriage at age 16 in Aug 1853 

in Easton to Daniel Sulivan of Middleborough born in Ireland. This is the 1st marriage for both. 

From here on her marital life becomes murky! I found many Daniel Sulivans in my search for 

him but no record of their divorce or annulment. There were several deaths to Daniel Sulivans 

and several found in Alms Houses. 

 

Lucius Darling died Apr 23 1871, age 42, of brain fever, or meningitis, there was no will and 

N. Emeline, was refused as Executrix by her solicitor John F. Dean after a year's time. Perhaps 

Mr. Dean discovered there was no marriage if she was unable to produce a marriage certificate. 

She was required to file another surety. Lucius brother Thomas Darling and Charles Reed came 

to her rescue and represented her. She needed another $1,000 bond to be executrix. Later, in 

1876 she married Lucius younger brother Theodore, as Emeline ñCarpenteròwhich supports 

the annulment theory.  

Theodore and Emeline's marriage record was recorded in 3 places: Easton, Easthampton, and 

Taunton. This was a good case for double checking where Ancestry.com provides a data loca-

tion. Ancestry is dealing with the world and it's up to us, the users, to get their data into the 

right place! We know it better than they.  

Interestingly enough all Emeline's husbands were shoemakers. She died May 24, 1916 and is 

buried in Easton Massachusetts as Emeline M. Darling (yet another name) born Oct. 26th 1839 

on the stone, but her Death Certificate says 1840! She seems to have had a knack for fancy 

footwork...don't get me started on Nancy's age reporting! 
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Sue Sherman is a Director of the FoMC and Chair of our Data Committee. One of her projects       

involves researching the people buried in Warrentown Cemetery. If you would like to volunteer by  

contributing your genealogical research skills towards enhancing and furthering what is known about 

the people in Middleboroughôs cemeteries, please contact us or attend our monthly Volunteer meetings. 

http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/contact-us.html
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On June 10th, the FoMC hosted members    

of the Alden family at Purchade Cemetery. 

Cynthia Snow, a Member of the FoMC,     

organized the event. She has been cleaning 

headstones with the Friends of Burial Hill in 

Plymouth (thatôs her in the FoBH shirt) for 

years, but has researched her family history 

for even longer. Her husband descends from 

David Alden (1701-1763) and Judith Paddle-

ford (1708-1802), whose stones are among 

the oldest in Purchade. Many of the people 

interred here are of Alden descent. Cynthia 

organized some of her husbands family to 

drive in from as far as Connecticut.  
 

The FoMC would like to say THANK YOU  to the Purchade Cemetery Association for     

allowing us to host this event in their cemetery.  
 

As part of our preparation for this day, Cynthia met with FoMC Volunteers Barbara, Lori, and 

Chip one week in advance. Some of the slates here are too fragile for new cleaners to handle, 

so we pre-selected the stones that these Volunteers could clean. The FoMC had already cleaned 

the stone of Leander M Alden (1830-1903). Leander was a Veteran of the Civil War, and so his 

stone was cleaned as part of our Civil War Headstone Cleaning initiative.  (Zach, if you are 

reading this, your cleaning job made the descendants very happy!) It was great for all of us to 

see his photograph and learning more about his service towards preserving the Union. 
 

Something we learned from this visit: A. Ella Alden is buried here. She was the founder of the 

Alden Kindred of America , a group dedicated to the history and heritage of Pilgrims John 

Alden and Priscilla Mullins. The family honored their cousin for the works that she inspired. 
 

As is our policy, the FoMC provided all supplies needed for these Volunteers to clean stones. 

We gave a training on how to document the stones and then taught them to clean. They did all 

of the work, but before anyone did anything, Cynthia led the family on a ñfamily reunionò tour 

of the cemetery. She had photographs and stories, and one member was wearing jewelry that 

once belonged to one of the internees. At the end of the day, the family made anonymous     

donations to this charity, which we will put towards purchasing more D/2 Biological Solution.  
 

If you would like to honor your ancestors as Cynthia did with hers, Contact us! 

òALDENS  AT  PURCHADE ó HEADSTONE  CLEANING  D AY  

http://www.alden.org/index.cfm?p=about
http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/contact-us.html
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David Alden (1701-1763)  and 

Judith Paddleford (1708-1802) 

These photos, and many others (including all the AFTER  photos), can be seen                         

in our Purchade Cemetery Facebook album ñAldens at Purchadeò. 

A. Ella Alden (1848-1930) - Founder of 

the Alden Kindred of America 

Leander Alden (1830-1903)  and 

Susan Sampson (1837-1925) 

Can you read the names or dates  

through all that lichen? 

Learning about oneôs Ancestors! The carver of this image inspired the FoMC logo. 

https://www.facebook.com/Purchade-Cemetery-1414335628842666/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Purchade-Cemetery-1414335628842666/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1950069248602632
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 In each of the 2017 newsletters I have made mention of the Civil War. First it was our 

ñCivil War Veterans Photo Galleryò, second a donation we received from the Olde Colony 

Civil War Round Table, and last issue the ñMisplaced Valor with the GAR Post 8 medallionsò. 

When the FoMC first learned how to clean headstones, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

had a grant program designed to encourage celebration of the 150th anniversary of the end of 

the Civil War. We decided to take part, and chose to clean all of the headstones of the Veterans 

of the Civil War buried throughout Middleborough. It has been a tremendous undertaking. 

 

There are over 400 Civil War Veterans buried in 15 cemeteries. We 

have been working on this initiative for 3 years. We have cleaned all 

of the stones in 11 cemeteries. What remains to do are the stones of 2 

Veterans in Saint Maryôs Cemetery, 21 Veterans in Titicut Parish 

Cemetery, 28 Veterans in Cemetery at The Green, and ñseveralò in 

Central Cemetery (we probably have @ 50 Veterans left to honor). 

Because of ñmisplaced valorò (ie, medallions and flags being on 

graves of people who did not serve in the Civil War), we have cleaned 

several extra stones. While that is not a bad thing, it has slowed down 

our progress. We do expect to finish this initiative late this fall. 

 

While the cleaning of the headstones will be done soon, there is still 

more that can be done concerning these Veterans. Documenters will 

need to photograph the clean stones. We hope to address all of the 

misplaced valor. We intend to update the Veteranôs Agents list with 

what we have learned. Genealogically speaking, we want to know 

who these people were. If you can help in any way, Contact Us! 

C IVIL  W AR  V ETERANS  H EADSTONE  CLEANING  I NITIATIVE  

http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/contact-us.html


We Need You! 
 

To help us scrub Granite headstones. 

 

The Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries (the FoMC)             

has been cleaning the 400+ headstones of the Veterans           

of the Civil War buried throughout Middleborough.  

 

We are currently working at Central Cemetery. The stones that we are now    

cleaning are large granite monuments. They have slowed our progress considerably!             

We need many hands to make light work of these monuments!  

 

There is no skill required for this. We need people who can apply elbow-grease! 

 

We have scheduled work-days for these monuments. If you and a few friends can spare a few 

hours on even just one of these days, you can make an impact and get us back on track! 

 

Saturday, August 12 from 9-noon. Rain date is Sunday 13th from 1-4. 

 

Saturday, August 26 from 9-noon. Rain date is Sunday 27th from 1-4. 

 

 

If you are willing to help, please send us an e-mail at 

Clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org 
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There have been lots of happenings in the cemeteries so far this summer! Here are some peaks! 

 

The last 3 trees on the cemetery side of the fence have 

been removed from Fall Brook Cemetery. In years 

past, we have had all other trees removed from here 

(including one that was ñrestingò onto a stone.)  

This completes what can be done tree-wise here.  

 

 

 

 

( I wasnôt kidding about the tree on the stone. This photo 

was taken on September 5th, 2011. ) 

 

 

Trees have also been removed from Reed and Gilbert Pierce Cemeteries on Marion Road. 

Those photos will appear in the next issue.  

Also at Fall Brook Cemetery, Volunteers Faith and 

Sandy have taken on the mowing of this cemetery. They 

have also taken on Tack Factory Cemetery.  

 

The mower belongs to the FoMC. With landscaping as 

with headstone cleaning, this charity provides what is 

needed in order to enable Volunteers.  

 

Two new volunteers, Ronnie and Ray,  have just come onto the Landscaping team. Recently 

they mowed Wappanucket Cemetery, and are eager to do more!  

STEWARDSHIP  OF THE  CEMETERIES -  LANDSCAPING  EFFORTS 

Rhonda Roberts is a Director of the FoMC and Chair of our Stewardship Committee. She organizes 

and coordinates all of our Landscaping efforts. If you want to be active and be outside this summer,  

please contact us or attend our monthly Volunteer meetings. 

http://www.friendsofmiddleboroughcemeteries.org/contact-us.html
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At Warrentown Cemetery, Rhonda has been working 

with Volunteers John and Jackie as well as people       

assigned to do community service with the Trial Courts 

of Plymouth County. One result of their efforts has been 

the removal of dozens of decayed tree stumps that      

occupied the space between the grass and the Charles 

Andrew Crafts monument. Itôs now safe to visit the 

stone! 
 

We posted photos to the Warrentown Cemetery Facebook album ñCar accident 2/20/2016ò. 

Remember this? 

We had finished 

cleaning all of the 

stones only a few 

months before. 

The damaged 

fence has been 

repaired! This 

work was done 

by a Life Scout as 

his Eagle Scout Project.  I hope to give you more information about this Scout and his project 

in our next issue.  

 

Finally, at our Annual Meeting of May 2016 we hosted TaMara Conde for a presentation on 

ñHeadstone Repair: What is possible in your townò. As part of our promotion for that event, 

I used a photo of the newly cleaned stone of Lauretta (Fuller) Darling. In December 2016, a 

descendant of Lauretta contacted us expressing her hope to have the stone repaired and reset.  

It was a surprise to us in late April 2017 to walk into the cemetery to find 2 stones covered 

with trashbags. I hope to have more on this subject in the next issue as well. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FoMC.Warrentown/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/FoMC.Warrentown/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1694894177420748

