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WHY IS THERE A “FRIENDS OF MIDDLEBOROUGH CEMETERIES”?

In 2010, this organization was established as a 501(c)(3) charity because the founders wanted
“to be a long-term solution”. Back then, the need was obvious. There were cemeteries that people
drove past every day and people did not know their names. How does one start to protect a historical
asset when one does not know how it should be referred to? There were cemeteries that were so
overgrown that they were completely unsafe to enter. Bull-briars prevented entry, and tall grasses hid
tripping hazards such as animal holes and small footstones. It was readily apparent to those who notice
such things that some Middleborough cemeteries needed help. The worst ones appeared abandoned.

That was several years ago. Today, each cemetery is receiving attention. All cemeteries have
signs, as this charity arranged for the placement of “distinctly Middleborough” signs at the cemeteries
that lacked one. Prospective Eagle Scouts have worked on their projects in these sacred grounds.
Volunteers take photos and transcribe headstones, research histories and genealogies, and make maps.
We have learned how to clean headstones, and now teach the skill. We “Commemorate our Veterans”
by helping the town Veterans Agent recruit Volunteers to re-flag the graves of the 2200+ Veterans. We
are addressing the most obvious needs first, and taking advantage of opportunities as they present
themselves. We have become the “long-term solution” that the founders envisioned.

The FoMC is all about honor. Our Friends, Families, Neighbors, Public Servants, Veterans, and
350+ years worth of Historical Residents are buried in the cemeteries in Middleborough. We tend to
their cemeteries out of love and/or respect, and in doing so, we honor the memories of all the people
interred within. More often then not, we won’t know whose grave we landscape or whose headstone
we clean. That knowledge isn’t relevant; we tend to the cemeteries because it is the right thing to do.
Someday, each of us will be in a cemetery, although perhaps not in Middleborough, and maybe not in a
casket. In that inevitable future, hopefully there will be a “Friends of” group tending to the ongoing
needs of our burial place. That is the type of “long-term solution” our founders envisioned and we are
making happen today. Thank you for being involved with this charity. It’s an honor to serve with you!

Chip Mangio - President and Editor of the newsletter
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MEMBERSHIP: AN OPPORTUNITY TO ASSIST

Our Annual Meeting is Tuesday, May 2nd. Under our Bylaws, all Directors serve one year
terms. All terms expire in May, and at this meeting, new Directors will be elected by the Members.

[ want to say “Thank You” to the 2016 members who renewed for 2017. I want to remind
those who have not yet renewed that the opportunity still exists. All charities need Members, and we
are no exception. We have started making plans for the meeting, and this time we will have a buffet.

Memberships operate on a calendar year basis: January 1 through December 31. Membership
is obtained 2 ways; either through a donation of $20 or through Volunteering 10 hours of time. We do
allow people to donate/volunteer in one calendar year and again for the next calendar year.

Membership is an obligation. Members should be prepared to attend the Annual Meeting, and
any Special Meetings, of the Corporation. The Special Meetings are called to address specific issues
that the Members, not the Board, must decide. At the Annual Meeting, held in early May and
traditionally held at Lorenzo's Italian Restaurant, Members vote upon the Board of Directors.
Members learn of the State of the Charity, the efforts of the Volunteers, and the ongoing projects.
Members are vital to our charity, and we appreciate those who accept this responsibility.

To become a Member, please print this

Membership Application

Please enroll me as a member for 2017. Enclosed is my Contribution of $20.00
Please enroll me as a member for 2017 and 2018. Enclosed is my Contribution of $40.00

Name:

Mailing Address:

Phone Number:

E-Mail:

(Please do not mail cash. Check date Check number ) $
The FoMC is a Massachusetts Public Charity and a 501(c)(3) Public Charity. Your contributions are tax-deductible donations.

Thank you for providing assistance to the burial grounds of Middleborough!

For internal use: R S U C T by on

Please mail this application to:
Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries, Inc.
P.O.Box 172
Middleborough, MA 02346

pa



MARCH AND APRIL, 2017

PAGE 3

March, 2017

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31
April, 2017
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat
s
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30
May, 2017
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

Thurs 9 - Board of Directors Meeting
Thurs 16 - monthly Volunteer Meeting

Saturday 18 - “Joe Presley & The Dreamers” Sock Hop

Friday 31 Campaign Season ends.

Spring Cleanups might be able to begin in March, weather

and temperature pcrmitting.

Tuesday 4 - Inauguration Day

Sat 8 & Sun 9 - Herring Run Festival

Thurs 13 - Board of Directors Meeting
Thurs 20 - monthly Volunteer Meeting

Sat 22 & Sun 23 - Spring Cleanup weekend

Sunday 30 - Cultural Council Grant Reception

Tuesday 2 - Annual Meeting at Lorenzo's

Sunday 7 - Headstone Cleaning Workshop

Wednesday 10 - Gravestone Girls are over in Carver

Thurs 11 - Board of Directors Meeting
Thurs 18 - rnonthly Volunteer Meeting
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SPRING CLEANUP WEEKEND

Y ! :€ We have scheduled the weekend of April 22 and 23 as a Spring
> G ' | Cleanup weekend. As always, this activity is weather dependant.

=
~©

The goal is to rake the grounds, bag the leaves, pick up and bag
any branches, and bring all of the debris to the dump. We picked
Warrentown Cemetery as our first cemetery to do because we
hope to conduct a “Headstone Repair” workshop here in the
foreseeable future. Detailed planning of cleanup events in

advance is very difficult, so we are going to try this approach:

If you want to help landscape a cemetery, as part of a Spring Cleanup Weekend or on your
own, please send an e-mail to Clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org. Your name & contact

information will be passed on to the person coordinating the Cemetery Cleanups. After Warrentown,
we hope to clean Tack Factory Cemetery (home to this years Headstone Cleaning Workshops) , then
Reed and Gilbert Peirce Cemeteries, Fall Brook Cemetery, and Gammons Cemetery.

Our Spring Cleanup efforts will be posted on our Facebook page as EVENTS. I encourage you to
FOLLOW the EVENTS page: https:/ /www.facebook.com/pg/TheFoMC/events

HEADSTONE CLEANING WORKSHOPS BEGIN MAY 7TH

We have scheduled Sunday, May 7th as the first Headstone
Cleaning Workshop! Workshops are Free, and we provide all the

supplies. Tack Factory Cemetery will be our “training ground”
] this year, as you will be trained on white marble headstones (and
| there are many here!) Workshops are available each Sunday.

The Tack FaCtOI‘y S Training requires 2 hours, so there are 2 time slots to available
Cemetery [ (10am - noon or 1-3). We will teach you our documentation
m— techniques and how to clean a stone. We provide everything.

Well, ok, almost everything. We require you to bring drinking water for yourself. We will be out in the
sun, and that dehydrates you real fast. Also, bring snacks or even a lunch. And a chair. And sunscreen!

To attend a workshop, you must sign up in advance. To sign up, or to learn more, send an e-mail to
Clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org. We will teach atTack Factory as needed, otherwise
we will be working on Civil War Veterans headstones elsewhere in Middleborough.

To see our progress, LIKE both or either cemetery on Facebook:

Warrentown Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/Warrentown-Cemetery-1449395258637309/

Tack FaCtOI'y Cemetery: https://www.facebook.com/Tack-Factory-Cemetery-645206655527928/



mailto:clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org
https://www.facebook.com/pg/TheFoMC/events/
mailto:Clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org
https://www.facebook.com/Warrentown-Cemetery-1449395258637309/
https://www.facebook.com/Tack-Factory-Cemetery-645206655527928/
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DOCUMENTING OUR HEADSTONES

Perhaps the most important piece of advise that we have incorporated into our processes is
this: “Document everything that you do.” To that end, we have a lot of photographs! They have
been useful when we want to demonstrate the changes that the FoOMC have been able to make.

Headstones are historical objects. They are irreplaceable, and must be preserved. The first step
in that preservation process is documentation. After our first season of cleaning headstones (2015),
several of us reviewed our season and determined that we needed to create a “Documentation Team”.
These would consist of Volunteers who would gather together and compile the documentation in
advance of any headstone cleaning. There are several benefits to this approach. Documenters can
work under any weather conditions that they choose. Photographs can be taken under conditions
ideal for the particular stone being documented. People can work at their own pace. Once a stone is
documented, a yellow flag with a check mark is placed beside it. When volunteers who want to clean
arrive in the cemetery, they review the documentation for accuracy and then they clean the stone.
This system worked really well for us in ¥y
2016, and is our approach for 2017.

There are 3 steps to documentation:
Data Collection, Transcription, and Photog-
raphy. The FoMC has “Survey Sheets” that
we use to record the features of the stone,
such as purpose, artistic features, condition,
dimensions, composition, and damage.
Headstones are seen as historic documents,
and we write down exactly what was
engraved into each stone. Before we touch
the stone for any purpose, we take pictures
from every angle. Additionally, after the
stone has been cleaned, we photograph the
clean headstone.

Now that Spring is arriving, the
Documentation Team is preparing to head
out into the cemeteries. Would you like to
help with this task? There are thousands of
stones to do, and we can certainly use your

help! To Volunteer, send Barbara an e-mail at
Clerk@ FriendsofMiddleboroughcemeteries.org

Manassehdds ston
Warrentown Cemetery.



mailto:clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org?subject=Documentation%20Team
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We are grateful to these candidates for Honorary Mayor of Middleborough.
Both men selected Deputy Mayor running-mates, and they are featured below.

About George Andrade, Jr

My name is George A. Andrade Jr., the son of Mr. and Mrs. George A. Andrade Sr., of 316
Old Centre Street in Middleborough. We moved to town from Bridgewater at the age of 9
and in the 3rd grade. I'am one of 5 children. Two boys, and two girls, ranging in age from
68 to 45 years old. Today my parents still live where we grew up and have committed to
helping and serving in other capacities here in Middleborough, mainly where they attend
church at Sacred Heart Parish.

I went on to continue school in Middleborough and graduated class of 1970. The service had
come up with a new system from drafting for the armed service. It was called a number
system. 365 number, one for everyday of the year. When they picked your birthday what
ever day of the year it was picked on that was your draft number, I drew 285 so chances of
me being drafted, unless a war was declared, were slim. So I'went to college, unlikely for me
but I went. As my parents were not in the position to afford sending me to college I ended

up working my way through, finding anything I could from pumping gas to working on the farm, or at local restaurants.

In my last semester at Massasoit Community College where I was playing varsity baseball with the hopes of maybe trying to
further my way into a career, I was hired by the Middleborough Fire Department on April 15th 1973 along with three others, as
a full time firefighter, already serving on the call department for a year and a half before my appointment and I was hired with a
start date of June 4th that same year. I graduated on June 1st and walked into my profession on June 4th.....couldn't have
written it any better. I worked my way through the ranks at the fire service up to the rank of Captain where I finished my career
on September 11, 2011 giving me 40 years of service on the Fire Department. The Chief offered to keep me on as a Captain on
the call department knowing the passion was still very much alive within me. On September 27th of 2016 at the age of 65 it was
time to call it quits, thus serving 45 years on the job.

In the early eighty's I was also a substitute teacher for the town working from 2nd grade to the High School level, but mainly at
the Junior High School for Mr. Allen Lindsay who was the principal at the time. So it would be fair to say that I have dedicated
most of my life energy serving the town of Middleborough.

I am the father of two beautiful children and four stepchildren. All successful, healthy and on their way to good lives. I am
married to a beautiful young lady from the Philippines and hope to enjoy the rest of our lives together, traveling and enjoy time
together in the community of West Warcham where we make our home. I am involved with our parish, St. Patrick's doing

volunteer work and trying to strengthening our faith.

We enjoy life and want to spend time doing things together and making our marriage complimentary to God's way of living
family first and foremost.

About George A. Philbrook (1870-1945)

Deputy Mayor candidate George Alfred Philbrook was born in Woburn MA to William Philbrook and Mary Wentworth. He had
a brother named Charles, and both he and his brother had an interest in the technology of electricity. When George was 14, he
took his first job at the Thomson-Houston Electric Company. When he was 24, he started his first position with the
Middleborough Gas and Electric plant. That was in 1894, and he stayed with the G&E until he died in 1945 (at age 75).

George became active with the Fire Department at age 30 in 1900. He rose in rank until he became Captain in 1929. He served in
that capacity until 1937. He resigned, but apparently only to have more time available to work for the G&E Department.
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About Paul Provencher

I was born in Tewksbury MA and was immediately placed into a foster home in Everett MA. At
age 5 I 'was adopted by Veronica & Henry David Provencher of Lawrence MA. I was the first of 5
children they adopted. Of the five children there were 3 girls and 2 boys. The first girl that was
adopted died at the age of 12 from a rare blood disorder. That prompted Mom & Dad to adopt 2
i more girls and they were actually biological sisters. Dad transferred to Middleborough in 1957 to
be the senior stock keeper for District 7 of the MA. State Highway Department and they raised
their family here.

I attended Middleborough Schools and took an interest in scouting, thanks to my dad. I stuck with
that and earned my Eagle Scout just shy of my 18th birthday. While in the Army I graduated with
a BS degree in Business Administration from the University of Alabama in Huntsville.

A year after graduating from Middleborough Memorial High School I entered the U. S. Army and

was trained to be a Behavioral Science Specialist at Ft. Sam Houston in TX. In that capacity I did a
number of different mental health related jobs such as counseling, research, and administration over my 25 years military career.
I next went to work at the Bridgewater State College for 6 years before being selected 14 years ago to be the Veterans’ Agent for
the town of Middleborough.

I've been married to Francine for over 43 years and we raised 2 daughters in Middleborough. Both our daughters are married and
our younger one has 10 year old twins, Emma & Landon.

I've been an active member of Post 2188 of the VFW, Post 64 of the American Legion, the Middleborough Veterans’ Council,
and the Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries.

About Henry D. Provencher (1921-2009)

Deputy Mayor candidate Henry D. Provencher was born the oldest of 3 boys in Boston on March 1st 1921 to Archie & Lucy
Provencher. He was raised in North Andover MA where he learned a lot of carpentry skills from his father. He and his 2 brothers
were eagle scouts. When WWII broke out he enlisted as a post man in the Army and was stationed on the island of New
Caledonia in the South Pacific. When he returned from the war he met the love of his life Veronica, got married, and transferred
to Middleborough to work for the State Highway Department. He took an active part in the community as a leader in Cub Scout
Pack 36 and Boy Scout Troop 13. He was also a member of the Middleborough Auxiliary Police Department. Additionally he
took on a number of officer positions with Post 2188 of the VFW, Post 64 of the American Legion, and Chapter 57 of the

DAV. He died at the age of 88 on August 12th 2009 and is buried at S t . Maryds Cemetery in

Please remember the names of these men, and recognize

their contributions to the town of Middleborough.

George Philbrook Henry Provencher
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“« . . »”
Unauguration cNight
Who will ceremoniously zepresent gfliddleborough for the next yeax?!

Come find out!

Tuesday, April 4th
6pm-7pm Starts at 6:30

Town Hall Ball Room
10 Nickerson Avenue

-
 aul
rovencher

and his
Deputy Mayor Candidate

David Provencher

geotge

FAndrade, 9

and his
Deputy Mayor Candidate

George Provost

“Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries Inc” is a charity that provides assistance
towards the restoration, maintenance, and beautification
of all the cemeteries in Middleborough.

Ballots are available online and must be received by March 31st:

www.FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org
www.Facebook.com/theFoMC
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a‘-lagging out Veteran s graves

Saturday, April 8th at 7am - 11am

(Rain Date Saturday, April 15th)

Please join Jason Cox, Middleborough’s Veterans Services Officer,
and the Middleborough Veteran’s Council as they go to the cemeteries
within Middleborough and place flags at the gravesites of each Veteran.

Arrive at the VFW at 7am for a free breakfast.
By 9am, the group will head out to the cemeteries.
By 11am, all flags should be placed!

For more information, call Jason at 508-946-2407

This initiative works to fulfill one of our purposes:
to Preserve and Promote the memory of those persons
interred within Middleborough.

www.FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org
www.Facebook.com/theFoMC
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CiviL WAR HEADSTONE CLEANING INITIATIVE

Last issue, | mentioned how several volunteers and
[ were going to attend the February meeting of the Old
Colony Civil War Round Table in Dedham. We presented
several of the photos from our Art Gallery and told the
group of our efforts cleaning stones in Middleborough.
Well, the group invited us back for their March meeting.
Their Membership was impressed with our efforts, and so
their Board voted to support our efforts. The photo is of
OCCWRT Vice-President Dana Zaiser (on the left)
presenting FOMC President Chip Mangio (on the right)
a check for $500! That allows the FoMC to purchase over
10 gallons of D/2 Biological Solution, which is a big help!

If you want to learn more about the Civil War
Round Table, access the Old Colony chapter through their

website: http: //Www.occwrt.org.

If you want to clean headstones in Middleborough,
in general or Civil War Veterans in particular, e-mail us at:
Clerk@ FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org. Training

is free, as are all supplies. To quote the famous Uncle Sam:

We Need You!

THE GRAVESTONE GIRLS ARE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD!

We here at the FoOMC thoroughly appreciate the Gravestone Girls! P —
We hosted them in Middleborough in 2013 and they fundraised for | The Gﬁa\/ezréﬂe Girls |

us in our 2015 Honorary Mayor of Middleborough contest. Since %L Artfor The Here-Lie ©

then, they have been to Raynham and Bridgewater. When they

come around, we always encourage people to attend their event. PRESERVING CEMETERY

ART & HISTORY
Wednesday, May10th, at 6:30 pm, Carver Public Library

This is a Free Event. It will last a very quick 90 minutes. This
programiscalled“We | come t o t he Graveyar d!.” @bviddslyr t
the emphasis will be on Carver, but the general history, carving techniques, and styles of art will be
similar to what we have here in Middleborough. Attend; you will enjoy the experience!

To follow the Gravestone Girls, visit their website http://gravestonegirls.com

To follow them on Facebook, be logged in and visit https://www.facebook.com/gravestonegirls



http://www.occwrt.org
mailto:Clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org
C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Fax
https://www.facebook.com/gravestonegirls/
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MEMBERSHIP: OUR ANNUAL MEETING

It’s time for the Membership to come together! It’s time to select a new Board of Directors and
to see what this charity has been up to and what we hope to accomplish this year!

This Meeting is open to anyone who wants to attend. Only Members will be able to vote.

Lorenzods | talian R¢gst
500 West Grove Street, Middleborough

Tuesday, May 2nd, 2017
Meeting begins at 6:30 pm - Buffet available at 7:00

The Meeting Agenda The Lighter Fare Buffet
President &s Report Garden Tossed Salad
Cler k&s Report Rosemary Herb Roasted Chicken
Treasurerads Report Baked Shells Parmigiana

Fresh Baked Haddock with Seasoned Topping
Fresh Mixed Vegetables
Sliced Italian Bread
Homemade Frapola Cookies

Comments or Questions
Self-Nomination for Directorship
Vote on the Directors
Adjournment

Beverages will be available from the bar.

We need your responsesl

In order for Lorenzo’s to plan for us, we need to provide to them a headcount of our attendees.
Please help us plan for the Annual Meeting and Buffet.

If you want to pay in advance, and we encourage you to do so, please send a note and check by mail:

I will attend. Please hold for me tickets at $17.50 each. (Pick-up tickets at the meeting.)

Please mail by April 25th with a check to Friends of Micldleborough Cemeteries enclosed.
Send to: Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries, P.O.Box 172, Middleborough, MA. 02346

If you are not mailing a check to us for your dinner, then please e-mail with your intentions.
Please let Barbara know at: Clerk@Frienclsoﬂ\/liddleboroughCemeteries.org

[ will attend, and will pay for my meal at the door. There will be people attending.
I can attend for the Annual Meeting, but I will not be having dinner.

[ will not be able to attend the Annual Meeting.

We appreciate your help in allowing us to plan for a successful Meeting and Dinner!



mailto:clerk@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org

Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries, Inc.

P.O. Box 172
Middleborough, MA. 02346

www.FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org
www.Facebook.com/TheFoMC
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Volunteer Meetings
monthly, on the 3rd Thursday
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Middleborough Public Library
102 North Main Street

Walk -ins welcome!

Board of Directors Meetings
monthly, on the 2nd Thursday
6:30pm - 8:30pm

American Legion Post 64
8 Thatcher ' |s

We are a 501(C)(3) charity: EIN 42515489

We provide Community Service Opportunities
OUR PURPOSES ARE:

To Preserve, maintain, and restore the cemeteries
located in Middleborough, including the graves,
burial grounds, and burial plots;

To Promote an improved awareness of the history and care
of Middleborough cemeteries;

To Preserve and promote the memory of those persons
Row interred within Middleborough.




