
 

 The Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries is an all-volunteer charitable organization. We were created to 
provide assistance to all of the burial grounds in Middleborough. We were established in 2010, and back then the 
need for assistance was obvious. The organization was established as a 501(c)(3) because we wanted to be a long-
term solution, and we knew that we were going to need to do fundraising. Most of our efforts have not cost us a 
lot of money. Those of us who volunteer have provided resources. We have utilized the Massachusetts Trial Court 
for their people who are required to do community service. Eagle Scouts and  Scout Troops, along with Church 
Groups, have managed projects. Volunteers from in and outside Middleborough have cleaned headstones. This 
charity has received funding from the Cultural Council, the Community Preservation Commission, and the       
Historical Commission. Donations are contributed by descendants of those buried here, from neighbors of     
cemeteries, and from residents and organizations within Middleborough. People see what our Volunteers do, and 
they empower us to continue our works. 

 As with all charities, we are always trying to improve public awareness. Occasionally I will meet “townies” 
who had never heard of us, and later the same week interact with people far from this town who admire the work 
that we do here in Middleborough. We really try to share the works of this charity with the community. We have 
a website and a Facebook page. We have aired videos on MCCAM (Middleborough Cable) and we have a YouTube 
Channel. We write letters to the Middleborough Gazette and frequently run “Stories in the Stones” there as well. 
We are present at the Herring Run, Krazy Days, and other Middleborough outreach events. We use yard signs. 
Until now, we had been preparing e-newsletters with our Members and our Volunteers. With this issue, the    
format of the newsletters is changed and the target audience has grown. We really want people to know who we 
are and what we do, so the newsletter is now available to anyone who wants to receive it. As with all non-profits, 
a determination of our success is measured by the support that we receive from the community. “Thank You” for 
the support that you have given us to date. We will always strive to earn your continued support. 

Chip Mangio                
President, Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries, Inc and Editor of the newsletter. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT ! 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/THEFOMC JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2017 

www.FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org 

Image from our “Civil War Veterans Photo Gallery”. See page 4. 



 This year, we are running our 3rd “Honorary Mayor of Middleborough” contest (the HMoM, for short). We 
aim to improve awareness of this Fundraiser and it’s link to our mission. February and March are ideal fundraising 
months for us, as we can’t be in cemeteries when they are covered in snow. We created the above letterhead as part 
of our efforts to brand the HMoM, and we hope that this will help make the connection in people’s minds. Like it? 

 There are three Signature Events being held during the “Campaign Season”. Please help spread the word: 

      “Meet the Candidates” Breakfast - Saturday, February 25th, 9am at VFW Post 2188, 12 Station Street 

      “Joe Presley and The Dreamers” - Saturday, March 18th, 6pm at Oak Point Ballroom, 200 Oak Point Drive 

      “Meet the Candidates” Dinner - Tuesday, March 21st, 6pm at Lorenzo’s Restaurant, 500 W Grove Street 

Save the date: “The Inauguration” will be held on Tuesday, April 4th at 6pm at the Middleborough Town Hall. 

Honorary Mayor of Middleborough candidates make 2 selections as part of running for the title. They select a Dep-
uty Mayor Candidate, and this deceased person must be from Middleborough’s past. They select an Associated 
Cause, and this cause must be one working to improve Middleborough’s future. 2 candidates have stepped forward: 

Paul Provencher has selected his father, Henry David Provencher, as his Deputy Mayor Candidate. Paul has 

selected this charity, Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries, as his Associated Cause. 

George Andrade Jr has selected George Alfred Philbrook, as his Deputy Mayor Candidate. George has 

selected the “”Middleborough Fire Safe” program and the “Middleborough High School Junior Fire” program , as his 
Associated Cause. 

We thank all those who expressed an interest in running! Hopefully we will see you as Candidates next year!  

More about the 2017 candidates will be available in the next issue, and at www.Facebook.com/theFoMC. 
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 In the last newsletter, I reminded readers that Memberships operate on a calendar year basis, and that     
December 31st was fast approaching. Several Members renewed their Memberships for 2017, and for that we thank 
them. Membership in this charity is obtained 2 ways; either through a donation of $20 or through volunteering 10 
hours of time. We do allow people to donate/volunteer in one calendar year and again for the next calendar year.  

 Membership is an obligation. Members should be prepared to attend the Annual Meeting, and any Special 
Meetings, of the Corporation. The Special Meetings are called to address specific issues that the Members, not the 
Board, must decide. The Annual Meeting, held in early May and traditionally held at Lorenzo's, votes to choose the 
Board of Directors. Members learn of the State of the Charity, the efforts of the Volunteers and the ongoing         
projects. This charity does need Members to operate, and we appreciate those who accept this responsibility.  

 Our Next Annual Meeting is Tuesday, May 2nd. We have started making plans for the dinner, and this time 
we are looking at a buffet. There is still time to become a Member, so please consider this opportunity! 

THANK YOU FOR RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIPS !  

http://www.Facebook.com/theFoMC
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January, 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

February, 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur

s 
Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     

March, 2017 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 

Thurs 9 - Board of Directors Meeting 

Thurs 16 - monthly Volunteer Meeting 

 

Saturday 18 - “Joe Presley & The Dreamers” Sock Hop 

Tuesday 21 - “Meet the Candidates” Dinner at Lorenzos 

 

Friday 31  Campaign Season ends. 

 

Spring Cleanups might be able to begin in March, weather 
and temperature permitting.  

Wednesday 1 - Campaign Season begins. 

 

Thurs 9 - Board of Directors Meeting 

Thurs 16 - monthly Volunteer Meeting 

 

Saturday 25 - “Meet the Candidates” Breakfast at the VFW 

 

Sunday 1 - Honorary Mayor of Middleborough Candidate 
Recruitment  period begins  

 

Thurs 12 - Board of Directors Meeting 

Thurs 19 - monthly Volunteer Meeting 

 

Tuesday 31 - Nomination Papers are due 



 During the month of November, the FoMC conducted our first art exhibit. The 
event was the second time that we contributed to the town’s Veterans Day celebrations. 
We wanted to highlight the work that we have been doing cleaning Veterans’ headstones. 
We selected 25 men to represent the 400+ Civil War Veterans buried and remembered 
throughout 14 of our cemeteries. We displayed “before” and “after” photos for all men, in 
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CIVIL WAR VETERANS PHOTO GALLERY 

necrological order. The first 12 men all died between 1861 and 1865. The final 13 men survived the war, and lived 
on until 1932. The gallery was intended to advance one of our purposes: to preserve and promote the memory of 
those interred within Middleborough. The Gallery was on display in the Community Room of the Middleborough 
Public Library for the entire month of November, and we opened it with a Reception on November 1st.  

 This event was one that the Volunteers involved truly enjoyed preparing. It focused on art and photography. 
Preparing a gallery was not an activity that any one of us had ever done before. We were able to bring the scenes of 
the cemeteries indoors, to an audience that might not otherwise have been able to see it. It was the culmination of 
the efforts of a lot of Volunteers, and we are all pretty proud of it. We intend to present the exhibit in the future. 

 On Thursday, February 23rd, some of the Volunteers with the FoMC will be travelling to Dedham to attend 
a meeting of the “Olde Colony Civil War Round Table”. We will be presenting a few of our photos and informing our 
hosts of our efforts towards cleaning the Civil War Veteran’s stones throughout Middleborough.  

 Our efforts towards cleaning all the Civil War stones continues during 2017. If you want to participate in 
this initiative, just send an e-mail to Outreach@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org and include “Civil War” in 
the subject line. We would be thrilled to have your assistance.  

HOW DO I GET INVOLVED? 
Volunteer Meetings  

monthly, on the 3rd Thursday 

6:30pm - 7:30pm 
 

Middleborough Public Library 

 102 North Main Street  
 

Walk-ins welcome! 

One way is to just show up at a Meeting. These are informal affairs, and 
should just be called “meet-ups”. The goal is for Volunteers to interact 
with one another. There is an Agenda, but no minutes and no rules of  
order. Since everyone is a Volunteer, these meetings operate on a consen-
sus basis. We discuss what’s coming up, propose ways to make the plans 
work, and suggest new ideas. We do a lot of “outside the box” stuff in this 
charity, and many of the ideas come from our Volunteers. Stop on by! 

mailto:outreach@FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org?subject=Civil%20War%20Headstone%20Cleaning
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STEWARDSHIP OF OUR CEMETERIES 

 Cemeteries are man-made open spaces that are surrounded by, and include, the natural beauty that is        
Middleborough. Like our yards and our streets, and every other place made by mankind, cemeteries need to main-
tained so that nature does not reclaim them and deny us of their purpose. 

 Cemeteries need maintenance. They need to have their grass mowed. Left unchecked, grasses can grow tall 
enough that they can create tripping hazards from the cemetery's  small headstones, foot stones, and field stones. 
They need to be watched for invasive plants, such as crawling vines, bittersweet, and poison ivy. They need to be 
watched for signs of bees and skunks. They need to have tree maintenance programs in place, as trees have been   
responsible for the destruction of most of Middleborough's damaged headstones. From a maintenance point of view, 
cemeteries need the same care as our own back yards.  

 When this charity began, Tack Factory Cemetery, Gilbert Pierce Cemetery and Reed Cemetery, along with 
the Warrentown, Fall Brook, and Gammons cemeteries had all been reclaimed by nature. All of these cemeteries are 
in much better condition today. The grass gets mowed. The trees are being pruned. The fences are being repaired. 
Headstones are being cleaned, and soon they will be repaired and reset. As has been stated many times; our progress 
is measurable. We are looking for Volunteers to ensure that our progress is ongoing. Sadly, 2 of our Volunteers have 
informed us that they will not be moving cemeteries this year. We thank them for their service, and we hope that 
others will step forward to fill their shoes! 

 We are looking for Volunteers who want to maintain the grounds of our cemeteries. We need people to 
mow all throughout the Spring, Summer, and Fall. We intend to plan Community Spring Cleanup Days in March 
and April. We now have a Shed, which means that we have a place to put supplies such as rakes, gardening tools, 
pruners and loppers, lawn mowers, etc (This will be a fun shopping day - any Volunteers?!). We plan to improve our 
advertising of these days, as well as partner with some of the other Community Service organizations in town to get 
this work done. There is no money anywhere to pay anyone to maintain cemeteries, and this charity is the next best 
thing! Many hands make light work. If you, or anyone you know, want to provide stewardship, let us know! 
 

 

 

 Below are some photos of “before” situations that used to exist in our cemeteries. Recognize any of them? 
Try naming them (The answers are below.) None of them look like this anymore! Let’s not let nature reclaim them! 

Top row, left to right:                        
Gammons Cemetery, Reed Cemetery, 
Warrentown Cemetery. 

 

Bottom row, left to right:                    
Fall Brook Cemetery, and Gammons 
Cemetery again. 
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Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries, Inc. 

P.O. Box 172 

Middleborough, MA. 02346 

 

www.FriendsofMiddleboroughCemeteries.org 

www.Facebook.com/TheFoMC 

 

 

To Preserve, maintain, and restore the cemeteries                 

located in Middleborough, including the graves,                    

burial grounds, and burial plots; 

To Promote an improved awareness of the history and care      

of Middleborough cemeteries; 

To Preserve and promote the memory of those persons          

interred within Middleborough. 

Our purposes are: 

Volunteer Meetings  

monthly, on the 3rd Thursday 

6:30pm - 7:30pm 
 

Middleborough Public Library 

 102 North Main Street  
 

Walk-ins welcome! 

Board of Directors Meetings  

monthly, on the 2nd Thursday 

6:30pm - 8:30pm 
 

American Legion Post 64 

 8 Thatcher’s Row 

We are a 501(C)(3) charity: EIN 45-2515489 

We provide Community Service Opportunities 


