
 
 

Annual Meeting of the Members of the Corporation – President’s Report 

Tuesday, May 26, 2019 at 6:30 PM on www.zoom.us. 

 

Welcome to the 2020 Annual Meeting of the Friends of Middleborough Cemeteries. For 

six(6) years the format of our meeting included a Dinner and entertainment with our Meeting. I 

am certain that those days will return, but for now it looks like all future meeting will need to be 

held online. We have all adapted to change before, & we will all get through this, TOGETHER. 

 

The primary business tonight is the Election of the 2020-2021 Board of Directors. It is 

our Board of Directors that legally and officially sanctions all of the actions of this charity. 

Directors are Volunteers, and the Board authorizes everything that the other Volunteers do. Our 

charity does a wide variety of activities, and we need a Board with a wide variety of skills. We 

can have up-to 20 people on the Board, and we established that number in anticipation of our 

needs. We use a Self-Nominating Process, which means that if you are willing to serve, tonight 

is your opportunity to declare your intention. By being Directors, you are truly enacting the 

principal “Be the Change that you want to see in the World”. For the continued successful 

operation of this charity, please consider nominating yourself as a Director. 

 

The FoMC has been in existence for 9.5 years. That’s right; we have a Birthday coming 

up. Rhonda Roberts & Paul Provencher held the first meeting of this group on October 1
st
, 

2010. Let’s all take this time to thank them for their foresight. <<applause>>. It is my fondest 



hope that we as an organization will be able to hold some sort of event that celebrates our 

achievement. Let’s not lose site of the fact that 10 years really is an achievement. Those of you 

who were married for that long can attest to the fact that relationships are hard work, and your 

10
th
 anniversary was every bit a milestone worth celebrating. I consider this group FAMILY, 

and I look forward to being together with you all at our birthday celebration. 

 

One of the most visible activities that the FoMC does is our Honorable Mayor of 

Middleborough election-style fundraising contest. We have been fortunate to have had many 

fine people run for the office. Our Mayors have been Barbara Chadwick, Pat Bettencourt, Paul 

Provencher, Kate Mackiewicz, and Jenn Carter. Covid-19 impacted our Inauguration event this 

year, and so we have not announced the newest Mayor. We are not going to make that 

announcement tonight. Since we should be giving those who did all the work a night of their 

own, I just want you all to be aware that the Board has not forgotten this activity, and I want 

you all to thank our candidates Jeff Stevens & Kevin Quackenbush for running this year. 

<<applause>>. Finally, I want to thank Susie Sherman for Chairing the Honorary Mayor of 

Middleborough Committee. <<applause>>. 

 

I wish that I could take the time to show pictures of all the good stuff that we did last 

year. Driving past Rock Cemetery reminds me personally of all the times I drove past 

Warrentown Cemetery during the summer that we all preserved those stones. Volunteers 

contributed a lot of hours to improve our cemeteries and we can’t thank them enough. Going 

into the fall of 2019, our grounds looked great and our stones were better! We ended our season 



with the Gravestone Smash (an event that I hoped would highlight the broken stones of 

Middleborough), and I really wish I could show those pictures here! While we all enjoy the past 

and enjoy reminiscing, I have to focus our time on reporting about our present. 

 

Whatever your beliefs are about the Covid-19 pandemic, our situation is impacted by it. 

The Library and all public offices are closed until further notice. All of the ideas that we had for 

raising awareness of the FOMC are on hold as all of the groups we intended to meet with are 

not meeting either. Our fundraising activities are on hold because they were all large social 

gatherings. Social distancing must be maintained, even in the cemeteries. We will be able to 

preserve the stones and maintain the grounds, but we do have to comply with the government’s 

rules about re-opening. 2020 is not going to be what we might have envisioned back in January. 

 

Looking back at my past reports, I always talk about our ongoing success. Nine and a half 

years together is a long time. I am well aware that we need change. Honestly, what Covid-19 

has done was not the change I envisioned. However, it does present us with some opportunities. 

We can focus more on our communication needs and efforts through Zoom meetings. We can 

focus more on some of our primary goals, such as “Preserving Gravestones” and “Promoting 

the memories of those interred within Middleborough”. We operated this corporation for the 

first four(4) years with little money until we began the Honorary Mayor of Middleborough 

contest. Now we have money in the bank and can get through this pandemic. As with last year, 

I am concerned about burn-out. Now, we have the mental health stressors associated with 

Covid-19. I have been repeating this phrase a lot these days “You are stronger than you think 



you are”. This is something that we will all get through, but we are going to struggle. The 

pandemic sucks. Remember your friends. Remember your achievements. Remember OUR 

achievements. Surviving will be our achievement. In October, we will be celebrating 10 years 

together. Remember, I always focus on the sustainability of this charity. Covid-19 is not going 

to bring us down. We will move forward. We will continue our success. Together, we can do 

this. 

 

So concludes the Report of the President. 


